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NEW LANE SURFACE - AT LAST!
Birchanger Lane, or some of it at least, has at last received its long-promised new surface. The section
of the Lane between Harrisons and the junction with the A120 has received a very special road
covering which has only been used before on the M11 and the M6 toll road. It is never normally used
for country lanes. The six day process began finally on Friday August 14th at 8am when the earth
trembled around the vicinity of Birchanger Lane as the heavy equipment rolled in.
The lane was planed off to a depth of four inches and a wet mix of cement and ballast was laid. On
top of this came a very special plastic membrane which was followed by two layers of asphalt. In the
second phase the lane was in such bad condition that six inches had to be removed first. The work was
done by dividing the lane into four sections for the first two stages, with the final dressing applied to
two of the sections at a time.
It was obvious that the lane had never been built on proper foundations. Layers of asphalt alone had
been added over the years. In addition there are several underground culverts which have eroded the
lane from beneath the surface. It is hoped that the special membrane will prevent future cracking and
the surface is expected to last for fourteen years. Well some of us will be around to find out!
As it has taken at least fourteen years to get this done the worrying thought is, do we need to start
lobbying again now?

Do you like
this cartoon?
Artist Brian Gough
is available for
portraits and
caricatures.
Call him on
01279 815012
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Birchanger enjoys our new Road Surface
Well at least the part that has been completed. It had
been something to dread, for many it certainly was not
without incident. The breakdown of a major piece of
equipment meant that bus users had to endure the shuttle
service for an additional day. New technology, combined
with the mainly helpful and friendly attitude of the main
contractors made it an overall easier experience than the
last time.
The surface is quieter, but beware it is also faster. There
were problems with tar being trodden into homes but the
crew did their best to help with this, even carrying a lady
across a wet surface to her car. Most of the dustbins were
emptied, the bus shuttle service was cumbersome for
many, but on most nights the lane was cleared by
5.30pm. The gangs made use of the pub car park and
were well looked after by the staff. Trade did not suffer
too badly once the signage was put right. The foremen
were in contact with each other all the time which enabled most problems to be solved as they arose.
In all less than a dozen people called the highways office
to complain, but there was one complaint in particular
which caused work to cease for two hours. The number
who failed to understand the notice saying Birchanger
Lane was closed but who came down regardless then
tried to turn in ridiculous place, did more to wreck the
verges than the heavy contractor’s vehicles.
If you did experience any damage to your property
please tell Adrian Greenway at Essex County Highways
on 642500.

September is the time for new beginnings
Those who have been lucky enough to get away this
summer are hopefully back and refreshed, the children
are back at school, and even the weather is about to
change. There is a large group who will be facing a different kind of life from now on.

to a college or university hundreds of miles away, or a
job across the country. Their parents are facing up to the
fact that life will never be quite the same again.
Heartbreaking as it is for everyone at first, the youngsters
mainly settle well into their new life soon make new
friends and the visits back home gradually become further and further apart. There are fewer phone calls, and
maybe by the end of the year they are arranging to holiday with their new friends. Some may never come back
home to live on a full time basis. Their new life has begun.
It is hard for their parents, relatives and close friends.
The house is so quiet. Sometimes it means that there are
no children left at home anymore. Parents have to face
the fact that life is going to be very different, and that
they must find a new way of living together.
This is not always easy. The stresses of bringing up children may have driven the parents apart. Years of child
rearing have made them into very different people from
the time they first came together. Maybe they don’t know
each other anymore and like their offspring, they are
worried about money. If the relationship is to work, it
will have to have a new look.
So it is time for a new beginning for parents as well. The
time to do the things they want to do, to go out more together and to try new hobbies. To change the house, take
a term time holiday and to buy the food they really
would like to eat, not just bulk fodder for an ever hungry
teenager.
Your children may not like this, but it is your new life
too as well as theirs. They must learn that you have to
move on too, and that without them you too will develop
and change, they will have a new relationship with you
which will be fun, and you will be ever ready for the
enormous bag of washing which will inevitably accompany them when they do walk through the door. I know
I’ve been there!

Good luck to everyone in Birchanger who is facing the
For many the A level and Baccalaureate Examinations
big change this Autumn, and congratulations on attaining
were a huge success. For the students it can mean a move the results which have made your new life possible.
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Here are some useful telephone numbers. If
there are any organisations who would like
to be included in this list please forward
them to the editor.
Birchanger Church of England Primary School
Head Teacher Mrs. Denise Howell
812362

A timely grant
Whatever we may have thought about the summer, it is
over and the nights are closing in. Soon it will be getting
colder. Time to check the central heating system, but
what about the insulation?

Birchanger Bowls Club
Secretary
Elaine Wright

813474

Birchanger Brownies
Jenny Jameson

815396

The Herts and Essex Energy Partnership have been
awarded £6.3 million pounds for loft and cavity insulation throughout the counties over the next two years.
They are proposing to install the insulation for £99 for
householders, but if you are over 70 it comes for free.
This is subject to a needs and suitability survey on the
property.

Birchanger Cricket Club
Secretary
Kevan Reid c/o Club

The offer may well be quickly taken up and when the
money runs out, that’s it. To find out more call the partnership on Free phone 0800 980 6026 quoting reference
HEEP3 or visit the website at www.heepgrant.org. You
could be a lot warmer for less this winter.

Check your speed on the M11
Driving over 70 mph on the M11 could very quickly cost
you your licence. From 1st August new speed cameras
along the M11 became operational. When you enter the
M11 you pass a camera , which you may not see but
which has certainly spotted you and has taken a picture of
your car and the licence plate. Upon exiting the motorway a second camera will record the exact time that you
leave. The exit camera triggers a device which calculates
your miles travelled from the point of entering the motorway, against the time you leave. If the average speed is
shown to be over 70 miles per hour, the speeding ticket
will be in the post with points on your licence to match.
The grim truth is that the whole motorway network is to
be covered with these cameras, so the sight of cars slowing down as they approach their exit, as they do in
France, will be commonplace here.
I do have some reservations about this information. Firstly the speed cameras, although largely unseen should be
supported by warnings at every motorway junction. Secondly magistrate’s courts have in the past allowed a 10%
speed margin. Although the technology may be deadly
accurate, not everyone has their own speedometer
checked regularly and many do not in any event match
the accuracy of the speed cameras. However, challenging
these tickets will be a difficult and costly process.

Birchanger Nursery Unit
Enquiries to
Tina Crossley

810800

Birchanger Over Sixties
Secretary Bernie King

655479

Birchanger Social Club

812810

Birchanger Village Magazine
Editor Mr. Eddie Gilbey

816171

Church in Birchanger
The Benefice office
Church Wardens
Peter Odrich
Pam Lee
Church Hall

815243
323927
07702 171744

Janet Gage

813507

District Councillor
Mrs. Elizabeth Godwin

812793

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Mrs Ann Kent

813204

Parish Council
Chairman Mr Phillip Hoy

812703

Clerk to the Council
Mrs. Julia Peachey

503912

Princess Alexandra Hospital Harlow

444455

Cubs and Scouts
Trevor Stone
Essex Police
Saturday Football Club
Ben White
Sunday Football Club
Neil Gilbey
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812994
07801 461666

020 74536468

816039

A Day at the Seaside
Once again another item of interest has surfaced in the village archive. This time an email from
Steve Burns was received with this charming photo attached. Steve Burns is the son of Ethel
Player whose family emigrated to Australia but returned during the mid 1960s. If any one has
any further information about the photo, The Three Horseshoes pub or anything similar, please
contact the editor. Contact details are at the bottom of page 7.
The photo attached is of a day out to Clacton, organised by Mrs. Davis and her sister who ran
the Three Horseshoes at the time, circa 1946. My Mum remembers most of the names of the
girls and children and I include a list. There are one or two names missing (some of those
inside the coach), but I'm amazed that she remembered as many as she did.

So, starting with the lady in the coach doorway and working left to right;
Back row; Mrs Turner, Ursula(a Polish refugee), My Mum (Ethel Player), Sheila Smith, Molly
Player, Mrs Harvey (inside bus), Joan Wright, (small boy sucking thumb in bus) Trevor Sage,
(back window of bus) Mrs Turner with Pauleen Lewis sitting on her lap.
Middle row; Billy Wright in arms of Lil Gillam, Joan Gillam in arms of Joan Chapman, Rene
Harvey, Jesse Waterman, David Wright, Queenie Wren, Mrs Waterman, Mrs Banks.
Front Row; Gloria Sage, Christine Wright, Mary Waterman, Shirley Wren, Mrs Wright, Mrs
Chapman, Audrey Turner, Mrs Davis (organiser and licensee), Mrs Davis' sister.
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Stimulating
Seventies

Birchanger Over 60s
Quiz Night
10th October 6.15 for 7.15
Tables of 4 or 6
£10 per person including light supper bring your own drink.
Christmas Bazaar
7th November 2 - 4pm
Entrance 50p (includes
drink and biscuit)
Raffle, tombola and much more
Both events in Church Hall.
Contact 01279 653128 for details

St. Mary’s Church
Coffee Morning
Moorswood
330 Birchanger Lane
Tuesday 13th October 1030 - Noon
Unlimited Coffee and lots to buy
All welcome
Contact 812793

Friends of St. Mary’s
The Ninth Annual General
Meeting of the Friends of
St Mary's Church, Birchanger will
be held in the Pavilion, Birchanger
Sports and Social Club at 8.00 pm
on Wednesday 21 October 2009.
Members and non members are
welcome to come along to the
meeting and support the village
Church. Tea and coffee will be
available after the meeting.
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BIRCHANGER PARISH COUNCIL
Mrs. J. Peachey -Clerk
Birchanger Parish Council
(01279 503912)
(E-mail: juliapeachey1@yahoo.com)

Do You Want An Allotment?
There has been a recent revival in members of the public wishing to grow their own fruit and
vegetables. Subsequently this has led to a greater uptake of allotments which has raised more
frequently asked questions about how to apply and who is eligible etc. I hope this leaflet helps clarify
things a little more.

Eligibility:Only those who live in the boundaries of Birchanger have the right to apply for an allotment.

Location:All new plots should be at the top of the land by the road to ensure the remainder of the rest of the land
can remain grass cultivated as it is term of the lease that the land must be returned to the Diocese in the
same state as it was originally given, ie an open field. New plots must be situated as reasonably near as
possible to existing ones rather than dispersed erratically around the field.
Please contact: David Holder – 11 High View – Tel: 01279-813393 who is in charge of allotments.

Cost and Size:The current cost of an average plot is £8.00 per annum. Those with larger plots are paying double this.
The cost and size of a plot is at the discretion of the council and is reviewed from time to time. Due to
high demand the size of individual plots and yearly fees can be subject to change. Please bear this in
mind if you are utilizing a larger than average plot, as we have a duty to accommodate more people,
rather accommodate those who wish to have larger plots. Fees for allotments are usually due in
January – however if you are allocated a plot in say November your fee will only cover you for two
months. If you are allocated an allotment in January your £8 fee will cover you for the whole year. If
you give up your plot during the year there will be no refund on any of the fee.

Payment Details:Cheques for rent of allotments should be made payable to: Birchanger Parish Council and should be
forwarded to the Clerk at 11 Ascot Close, Bishops Stortford, Herts. CM23 5BP.

Water Tap
There is a water tap on the allotment – this is usually turned off in the winter by Pat Eldred. Please
contact Pat at 33 Birchwood or David Holder if you have any technical issues with this. The water is
supplied by Three Valleys and is paid for by Birchanger Parish Council.

The above is part of a the front page of a useful leaflet produced by the
Parish Council. Space does not allow us to carry all of it but the key
points, including the contact details, are shown. The full leaflet, including the terms and conditions, can be obtained from our Parish Clerk.
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Bumper Week for Social Club
The weekend of 11th September was a very busy week for the Birchanger Sports and Social Club. Throughout the weekend there was a beer festival, with a dozen casks of locally-brewed ale on sale, together with
three ciders, although those who were foolhardy to try more than a small amount of Old Rosie soon learned
that it weighed in at over 7% alcohol.
The more formal proceedings opened on Friday evening with an acoustic night. This took the form of an
open mic, with many visiting acts performing to a large enthusiastic audience. The range of talent on offer
was impressively varied, with a variety of singers, instrumentalists and ensembles of all ages taking part. If
good beer and great music were still not quite enough, Jay Leavers’ barbecue provided filling, tasty, hot
food.
On Saturday evening singer Julie Nevada entertained members with her gutsy performances while diners
sampled the wide range of meals served by Club steward and stewardess Graham and Kim.
The beer and cider were still being enthusiastically sampled on Sunday while members and their guests
tucked into their Sunday roasts or other lunches, but during the evening something different was happening
inside the building. St. Mary’s Church was holding its Harvest Auction. Many lots went under the hammer
(rubber mallet, to be exact) including home-grown fruit and vegetables; preserves; pickles; cakes and other
baked goods. In the role of auctioneer was our new curate, Giles Turk, who proved to be rather good at
it: engaging and fast-paced but mindful that an important point of the evening was to raise funds for the
Church, which he did to the tune of some £360.
The weekend showed Birchanger at its best, with a variety of activities on offer, all organised by hardworking volunteers. The village owes them our gratitude.

Published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in the Parish. The views expressed herein do not
automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented. Editorial team: Eddie Gilbey (816171),
eddieb.gilbey@btinternet.com ; Elizabeth Godwin; Ken Wheatley (Treasurer), Michael Daw; Submissions are welcome but may
be edited depending on available space.
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THE THREE WILLOWS

01279 815913

THE THREE HORSESHOES
HAZEL END
FOOD AVAILABLE ALL DAY EVERYDAY
OPEN 11am To 11pm
AUTHENTIC SPANISH FOOD AND TAPAS
FINE WINES ,BEER AND ALES

Village Diary
September / October
2009

September
28th

FAMILY FRIENDLY PUB

More than just
your village Pub!

BOOKINGS TAKEN

01279 813429

ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FENCING, PAVING, DECKING, DRIVEWAYS, DRAINAGE,
BRICKWORK, EXTENSIONS AND CONSERVATORIES

October

D Bonney &Sons
MOT TESTING, SERVICING
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Ash return to the Sports
and Social Club

4th

St. Mary’s 11.00 am
Matins

10th

Church Hall
Quiz Night (see page 5)

Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946 11th

SUDS

Skip Visits for 2009.

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Holy Communion

13th

Moorswood
Coffee Morning (page 5)

18th

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Family service

25th

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Holy Communion

The skip will visit Birchanger on Sat

LAUNDERETTE
DO
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!
*

3rd

Motor Engineers
MOT
TESTING

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
For a local service call Sean on
07703 115079 or 01279 813818

St Mary’s Farnham
11.00 am Holy Commun
ion

20th June all day. It will be situated
in the Wood Lane car park as usual
15th August 8 am to 11.30 am.

Open 7 days a week

29th November all day.

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

Tel 866183

There’s plenty going on in the Church Hall in Birchanger Lane… Whether you want to keep yourself active
and fit, or just want to make new friends, why not check out some of the things on offer in our village?

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Morning
Tap Classes
Afternoon
Ballet
Evening
Ballroom

Friday
Morning
Pilates

Afternoon
Ballet,Tap & Modern

Afternoon
Line Dancing

Evening
Line Dancing

Evening
Brownies

Evening
Karate

The Hall is also available for private hire at weekends for Parties, Christenings, Quizzes, Bazaars, etc.
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