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ELIZABETH JUMPS SHIP
First a big thank you to everyone who sponsored my
parachute jump in aid of St Clare’s Hospice. Yes I
did it, despite the bad weather in the last week of
March, and if you would like to contribute there is still
time. So far I have submitted a cheque for £400 to St
Clare’s and hope to make it £1000 by the end of the
month.

Out into the wild blue yonder

The day did not start well. I had chosen the day
forgetting the clocks were due to go forward, and
stumbling out of bed at 5am has never been my
preferred choice for a Sunday morning! Having the
wrong post code and being unable to find the airfield
did not exactly add to the fun, neither did the
discovery that thanks to turning up late I had missed
the training and was 51st on the list. It was going to
be a long day.

Watching everyone else doing their jumps is very tedious, especially as your enthusiasm for the idea
is diminishing by the minute. It seemed they took forever, and I had stupidly forgotten my book.
Things did not improve much after the training. I just wanted to go on and do it.
Amazingly when I was finally called in the late afternoon I was not in the least bit nervous. Perhaps I
had gone beyond that, but the instructors were brilliant, and although they might do this every day,
they really did look after you and made the occasion very special. My part in the tandem jump was
crystal clear and well rehearsed. When it came to actually launching out of
the plane it took me a little while to remember to breathe and I was very
sorry when free fall jerked to an end as the parachute opened. The landing
was text book.
There are very few injuries from parachute jumping over the years, and the
two injuries last year were as a result of instructions not being followed.
Beware the journey home. Participants have been involved in more traffic
accidents than have ever occurred on the airfield. If you would like to help a
charity, and would like to try something different, this just could be for you. If
I can do it, you can too.
Elizabeth

Safely back on the ground
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Speed cameras are back in Birchanger
Want to clean up the lane?
The Police have a new toy, and like all new toys it is
expected to be used. This is the case here when the
police used their new speed gun in Birchanger and at
least two people found themselves caught doing over 40
mph in Birchanger Lane. The gun will be back, at any
time on any day. You have been warned!

Essex Police introduce their new Community
Aviation Security Team
It seems that terrorism is taken very seriously by
everyone, but sadly attacks do still seem to happen.
Essex Police have launched a new initiative with the
provision of a new Aviation Security Team which is
based at Stansted Airport. Their sole purpose is to link
awareness of communities around the airport of the ever
present dangers of terrorism and the potential links to
aviation. Their aim is to encourage local people to work
with them to help to diminish the risk of terrorism. People
living and working in or around the airport are often
valuable sources of information. They may call on
individuals to discuss their objectives. They are equipped
with a blue Land Rover Discovery with a yellow light on
top. You may have already seen them around the village.
They are also here to support the existing
Neighbourhood Policing Team with the special task of
addressing local crime and anti social behaviour. They
will accept calls relating to noisy aircraft and will want the
usual details of date and time. They want you to call
them to report anything suspicious or unusual or to
discuss your concerns on 01279 680298.

Helping you through the recession
Uttlesford District Council has produced a user friendly
leaflet giving advice to anyone who is feeling the effects
of the recession. It also contains a great many useful
contact numbers.Basically the top tips when you find
yourself in difficulty are:Do not ignore the problem, pretending it is not happening
will not make it go away.
Contact the organisations you owe money to. They may
be able to help.
Pay Priority Debts first, such as the mortgage or utility
bills.
Get free help and advice. First port of call could be the
Citizens Advice Bureau on 0844 477 5986 or the Job
Centre on 0800 055 6688.
The District council also have professional advisers who
can help to answer your questions on 01799 510510. I
have copies of the leaflet which are available on 812793.

With litter dumping increasing by an astonishing 500%
across the country it is not surprising that our own litter
yobs have been contributing more than their fair share,
and the lane with its environs alone are truly disgusting.
If you would like to help to do something about it please
join the Parish Council in an effort to help to clear this up.
The date is being arranged and should be announced at
the Annual Parish Meeting. Litter picking tools and pink
sacks for collection will be provided, and there will be tea
and coffee available at Moorswood after the pick. Please
join us in this, the more people there are the more we
can do. The litter pick starts at 10.00 am at the church
hall. Please help if you can.

A real rat’s trick
Four boys from Stansted School, one of whom lives in
Birchanger, thought it was really smart to break into the
Birchanger Nursery School, cover the outside toys in dirt,
throw items around the garden, and worst of all, let the
pet rabbits out! One of whom has still not been
recaptured.
They were spotted by two alert Birchanger School pupils
who immediately had the good sense and courage to
report the incident to the Head Teacher. Their actions
are commended and the Nursery and the School would
like to thank them for what they did.
The names of the boys are known, and there are many
who are so incensed by their actions that they would like
them to be named and shamed in this magazine. Their
school has been informed as have the police who have
logged this as an incident and who will be speaking to
them and to their parents.
Meanwhile the nursery has to explain to the children why
one of their rabbits is missing. Is it really right to have to
tell them that some very nasty, unkind and selfish boys
let their pet out and were callous enough not to try to
catch it again for them? The rabbit is a much loved pet
and faces an almost certain death sentence if it is not
recaptured.

Lane resurfacing funded

Essex County council has just set aside £200,000 to resurface Birchanger Lane in this financial year. There are
no guarantees as to whether the work will be carried out
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sooner rather than later, but it will happen before the
end of March 2010. Watch this space and the noticeboard for further information and lane closures.

Your chance to secure the green belt around
Birchanger
An opportunity has arisen to purchase 21 acres of
green belt farmland between Tot Lane and Forest Hall
Road opposite The Mount. Ken Macdonald from
Stansted is proposing that a Charitable Consortium
should be formed to purchase the land and to create a
woodland for everyone to enjoy. The snag is that this
will cost £100,000 with VAT added if charitable status
is not confirmed and the usual fees. This will require a
great deal of fund raising but it would become a truly
valuable community asset. The project needs your help
and in fact cannot succeed without it. A meeting is to
be called shortly of all the interested parties to discuss
the way forward. You will be informed, please come if
you can.

County Council Elections
The Essex County Council elections and the European
Parliament Elections are due to take place on June 4th.
If you would like a postal vote you need to register for
this now. Forms may be obtained by application from
Uttlesford District Council.

Does your organisation need a grant for a
particular project?
Yes it is the time of year when the District Council
invites any group in the community who requires
funding for a special project to apply for a Community
Project Grant.
The grant could be for a community building, play
equipment or training costs for people who are
involved with providing a service to their community.
The grants range from £100 -£3500, and for grants up
to £1000 25% must have been raised by the applicant,
rising to 50% for grants above this sum. The money
must be used by March 5th next year.
Any village organisation is eligible to apply. The forms
are not difficult to complete and are available from the
District Council on 01799 510563. Many Birchanger
organisations have benefited in the past. There must
be some Birchanger Group who would benefit this
year. It really is worth a try.

A way to make new friends
It is often hard to make friends when you move into a
new locality. Birchanger is usually known as a friendly
village but sometimes it is difficult to make contact
beyond your immediate neighbours.
Coffee Mornings at Moorswood may be one way to
bridge that gap. They are held regularly and as well as
offering a chance to meet fellow villagers, there is good
coffee and snacks on offer as well as the opportunity to

buy cakes, pick up a paperback , or perhaps a present
for a friend.
You don’t have to bring anything, unless you want to,
the main thing is to bring yourself. Any proceeds do go
to the church but the main reason is for people to take
a few moments out and to enjoy meeting each other.
The next one is on Tuesday 12th of May at 10.30 in
Moorswood, 330 Birchanger Lane.

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual parish meeting for 2009 took place on April
15th. The turn out of villagers was disappointing this
year with only 16 villagers attending, to hear the
Chairman’s report given by Philip Hoy, which you can
read for yourself on page 4. Philip’s report was
followed by Ray Gooding, giving the attendees a
breakdown of the Essex County Council’s expenditure.
This was due to be followed by Inspector Glen Pavelin
reporting on the current state of policing in the village.
Unfortunately he had other duties to attend to and sent
along a PC from Stansted and our PCSO, who gave a
report on the reported crime for the past year.
Then it was the turn of SSE’s Brian Ross who gave an
upbeat summary of the airport expansion situation. It
was an impressive performance as he did it all (some
15 minutes) from memory.
The meeting then voted on a resolution to resist airport
expansion and protection of the green belt around the
village. Which was of course carried without
opposition.
In any other business Elizabeth Godwin informed the
meeting that “a portion of land in the green belt lying
between Photo sound and Tot Lane was due to be
sold.” She went on to suggest the plot might be
purchased in the same way that Birchanger Wood was
to prevent the land from being developed. There will be
more on this matter in future issues of the magazine.
The meeting closed at 9 for refreshments which were
arranged by Sheila Devereaux.

Skip Visits for 2009.
The skip will visit Birchanger on Sat
20th June all day. It will be situated in
the Wood Lane car park as usual
15th August 8 am to 11.30 am.
29th November all day.
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Birchanger Parish Council Chairman’s Report 2009
Since my last report, there has been a lot going on as always
but I am pleased to report there have been no major incidents
or acts of serious vandalism
.
The Airport remains a major concern to residents, particularly
since we have no clear statement of intentions from the BAA
given the changing situation. They continue to say that they
are pressing ahead with their plans but this seems somewhat
speculative given the current situation and the directive from
the competition commission regarding the sale of Stansted
Airport within the next 2 years. The Airlines want the sale
resolved before the G2 Enquiry is restarted, whereas the BAA
want it to be commenced as soon as possible. Hopefully Brian
Ross will have more to say to resolve some of your concerns.

– we are hoping that current interest is sustained, so that UDC
does not withdraw it’s services.
The Parish Council remains concerned as to the general state
of Birchanger Lane. We have raised the issue with Highways
on a regular basis and expressed our dissatisfaction at the ‘hit
and miss’ Patching approach. We requested a thorough inspection from end to end of the village and have been promised
a complete repair, when this will happen has yet to be determined. Ray Gooding, our County Councillor is a speaker tonight and perhaps he may have more information on this
subject.

You will have seen that the sets of double yellow lines have
been painted opposite High View to stop some careless people
My main Airport concern remains the widening of the M11 causing a chicane with the cars parked opposite and also
which will impact into Birchanger and is something I feel we leading up to the double bend opposite No. 300 where parking
must all resist particularly when you consider there is an alter- is forcing cars into the path of vehicles coming around the bend.
native to move the plan slightly further west. As I said last year,
this may well increase the cost and take up some of the Airport Finally, I would just like to highlight that this year’s precept for
car park but it does mean that they affect themselves by their 2009/2010 was set at £14,198 which with an electoral role of
actions and mitigate the damage done to Birchanger.
771 worked out at roughly £18.35 per person, once surplus had
been deducted. This is a reduction per capita of 19.2% and the
The Rochford’s development has been hit by the recession and only area within the Annual Council Tax Bill to be reduced The
the number of houses sold is well below where the developers council undergoes both an internal and external audit and all
expected it to be by now. We have sent out welcome packs to council expenditure can be found on the council’s website
those houses inhabited in our Parish but the numbers are to along with copies of all monthly council minutes. Our web
date, relatively low.
address is: www.birchanger.com.
Regrettably the slow uptake at Rochfords has also impacted Once again, I thank you for coming and trust that your council
the building of the new health centre. As you know, I have can count on your support during the forthcoming year.
been actively involved in the setting up of this important facility
for our community but we are caught by the current economic
climate. At this moment I cannot give a definitive answer as to
what will happen. In the short term the surgery is staying where
it is but they are now looking at two further sites in Stansted.
The possible site at Silver street apparently being the favourite.
I am staying close to the problem and will report at council
meetings.
As a council we have given our views on both the question of
the extra 4,200 houses required by the Government in Uttlesford and indeed the planned Eco Super-town for Elsenham.
We have made it very clear that both of these plans will impact
adversely on our way of life. The Technical studies for the
4,200 should be completed by Uttlesford in June and the public
consultation It will be interesting to see the intentions of the
Government shortly before the next General Election.
I am pleased to report that the Bus shelter was installed as
promised shortly after the last Annual meeting and as I reported at the time a 100% grant from Essex County Council
had been obtained, so it was at no cost to the village. We are
now looking to put a second shelter at the entrance to High
View and again we are seeking a grant so that expenditure will
not come out of our precept.
Despite some disappointment this year at not setting up a
youth council in a formal capacity, we have had some
impressive youths attend our council meeting who have taken
the initiative to do their own surveys to see what other youths
in the area would like to see in the parish. One of the things
that was suggested were some new goal posts. Thanks to Cllr.
David Holder for putting some in for us, these are for use for all
members of Birchanger. The youth bus still attends the village
and whilst numbers of 13-19 year olds using its facilities are low
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School News
Red nose day fun
It has to have been the best Red Nose Day ever. Children
and Staff all came dressed as something funny to
celebrate the day and to raise money for Children in Need.
The costumes were probably the best ever seen for a
dress up day. There were wigs, clowns, fairies, all manner
of odd ways of dressing, spectacular wigs and even a very
brave pupil on stilts with the proper long trousers to match.
The standards from everyone were very high and a great
deal of imagination had been used.
Thanks to digital photography there were photographs in
every class taken as the pupils arrived in the morning. The
day was one of fun. Cakes and other items were sold to
raise money and then the school prepared for a very
special assembly which focused on all the work the
children had done in Science Week. Parents were invited
to come into the school to tour the class rooms and to see
for themselves what their children had been doing.
Class 1 had collected frog spawn from the school pond and
had studied changes, such as frog spawn to frog and the
life cycle of the butterfly. Class 2 had studied light,
including reflection and refraction and how different colours
are formed. This they were able to demonstrate very
effectively to their parents. Class 3 had studied
conservation with a special focus on why our bees are
dying, and Class 4 challenged everyone to make an
electrical circuit and demonstrated those they had already
made.
It was a day full of fun and interest at the end of a very
interesting week and Red Nose Day benefited by some
£156.

awoke and performed a ghostly dance. The display was
stunning and it was acknowledged that if prizes were to be
handed out they would have been judged to be the winner.
There is a video available of the children’s performance for
those who were unable to be there on the night.
No squeaking recorders here
Recorders as a first instrument are often dismissed as
making a squeaky totally unattractive sound and are often
abandoned. Not so at Birchanger School where recorder
groups flourish and recorders are played in such a way that
they do make very good listening indeed.
Under the tutelage of Mrs Sherriff the children have worked
through a progress attainment system and are awarded
medals at every stage if they have the proper expertise.
Last month the children received their medals and then
preformed to their parents on the regular Friday assembly.
They delighted their audience as they showed off the work
that earned them the medals and showed everyone what
recorders can do when they are properly played.
Away Week Fun.
Class 4 had a really amazing away week in Norfolk at the
end of March. The weather was cold but that did not
dampen the fun in any way. It was a very excited group
who arrived at the centre in Norfolk on the Monday and
there was very little sleeping done that night but by the end
of the week it was a very different story. Every day was
different. The staff studied the weather and the children put
on the number of layers accordingly, up to ten in the
course of the week.

A visit to the Science and Natural History Museum
As part of Science Week Classes 2, 3 and 4 visited the
Science Museum, while Class 1 went to see the whales
and dinosaurs at the Natural History Museum.
Class 1 were most impressed by the somewhat scary
Tyrannosaurus Rex who moved and flashed his tail at
them, the sheer size of the Blue Whale, and the hardness
of the crocodile’s skin which they were allowed to touch.
Some were less impressed by the collection of spiders
both alive and dead which included a scorpion.
At the Science Museum there was an overwhelming
amount of things to try and to experiment with, but the high
point of the day was a 3D film on space which was so
realistic it had the children reaching out to touch things as
they apparently zoomed past.
It seems that if it is some time since you paid a visit there
you might very well be surprised at how much it has
modernised and changed. The many schools who visited
on the same day were all well accommodated and as usual
the Birchanger School children behaved impeccably.
Birchanger children excel at the gym and dance display
Birchanger children enjoyed showing off their dancing
abilities at the School’s Gym and Dance Display at Saffron
Walden High School. They were the first to take to the
stage and with the clever lighting available put on a display
entitled Birchanger Thriller where all the ghosts and ghouls

There was a visit to Cromer with a climb to the very top of
the church tower, a visit to the museum and a walk to West
Runton along the beach studying sea defences, erosion,
rocks and fossils. When the storm which had been spotted
way out to sea eventually arrived, everyone took refuge in
the bright orange storm shelter, especially taken along for
such an eventuality. Everyone dried out in the bright
sunshine afterwards.
There was a visit to a swimming pool with a long covered
chute which was dark in places and it was quite scary to
find yourself hurtling through the dark tunnel and into the
water. There were team building activities and a chance to
try out orienteering this time with all the modern aids such
as Sat Nav and Walkie Talkie Sets. There was a treasure
hunt in the woods but the best trip of all was the one to
Blakeney to visit the seals. It was a seven layer day, but
the fact that the children had to wade through a deeply
muddy beach did not deter anyone’s enthusiasm .
On the last day a bird man brought his owls and falcons in
to meet the children. Bad weather meant that only the owls
could fly indoors, but the children could get really close to
all the birds.
Food throughout the week was very good, and plentiful
packed lunches were provided. The children’s behaviour
throughout was impeccable and once again their good
manners were complimented upon by their hosts.
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Neil and Nichola tie the knot
It is not every day that you get the chance to write about your son’s wedding.
On March 7th 2009 my son Neil married Nichola Martin at St John the Evangelist Church Stansted Mountfitchet.
The evening, before the big day Neil and his best man stayed at my home. They needed a drink to steady their nerves and
went down to the Three Willows to meet up with their mates and the local lads. In the morning I shut myself in my bedroom with
my hairdresser , who had to work a miracle on my hair.
Neil and Mike had been joined by the rest of his ushers to put on their wedding suits and for a while the house was full of men in
a state of undress.
Neil and Nichola’s wedding was beautiful, the little bridesmaids were :- Alice Rose, my Granddaughter. Alice and Chloe, and Olivia.
my other little Granddaughter. Jack, my Grandson was a page boy.
Nichola found her nerves got the better of her when saying her vows and a tear fell down her face as she struggled with her
words. Neil was very patient and the service was lovely. Reverend Paul Wilkie put both of them at their ease and helped
them through it.
At the signing of the register Mike had the duty of turning on the music and a song began to play that was clearly not the chosen record. Mike leapt over to change it. It made people smile, we will no doubt, see this when the video is played back.
The day was very cold and breezy and so the outside photographs were few but more were taken at the reception.
The reception was held at Stansted Manor Hotel in the village. On the
way Neil and Nichola did a detour stopping at St Mary’s church Birchanger
to spend a private moment at his Father’s grave.
At the Hotel, the marquee was decorated beautifully and the welcome
drinks flowed . The wedding breakfast was enjoyed by all and the Stansted Manor staff were excellent.
I did shed a tear when Neil made his speech as he could not let the day go
by without mentioning his Dad. I do know that Nick would have been so
very proud of Neil and his choice of partner. He also would have been
proud of his Grandchildren.
The evening guests arrived and enjoyed a lovely buffet and the music had
everyone dancing until midnight.
The whole day was a mixture of emotions but I was so proud of my Son,
Nichola, my grandchildren, The families, friends and wedding guests.
Many of the guests stayed overnight and I had a house full the next
day.
I wish Neil and Nichola every happiness for the future.

Sally Tilstone

Mr and Mrs N Tilstone

Published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in Birchanger. The views expressed herein
do not automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented. Editorial team: Eddie Gilbey
(816171), eddieb.gilbey@btinternet.com (Please note the change of address) Elizabeth Godwin, Ken Wheatley, Michael Daw
Submissions are welcome but may be edited depending on available space.
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The over sixties club go to Paignton
On the 23rd march 49 of the Birchanger over sixties club travelled by coach
to the Torbay Court Hotel Paignton for their annual holiday. Where they had
a great time. Everything, the rooms, the food , the entertainment, the trips
out and the weather were all great. On the 25th our chairman Mr John Blake
celebrated his 80th birthday and we sang “Happy Birthday” to him and had a
lovely cake made for him. Congratulations John!

From Bernie King

Takeley farmer’s market
9.00am Saturday 4th April saw the doors open for the market’s return after a 6 month break. Quite a few hundred
people turned out to support it, there was a constant flow all morning. The former regular customers and stall holders were pleased to see each other and there was great interest in the new stalls too.
All the meats were available with a new Beef and Game stall. Among the new stalls were Bread, Saffron Brewery
and Pate; and different stall holders selling, cakes, soaps and honey from Hatfield Broad Oak and handmade cards
and stationery from Birchanger.
Four stalls are actually from the village area; Nikki Treend with husband Ray’s garden creations, Julia Dennison
with crafts and projects for children, House of Cup Cakes from Priors Green and Ian Woodley from Hope End with
Fresh Free Range Chicken, Duck and Goose Eggs, also blown goose eggs for decorating . Pretty much something
for everyone and mileage was kept to a minimum where possible.

Local Councillor Contact details
Philip Hoy (Chairman)
Julia Peachey
(Clerk to Parish Council)
Elizabeth Godwin
District Councillor
Ray Gooding
County Councillor
Maria Davy
Jayne Devine
David Holder
Ann Kent
Pam Lee
Linda Pocklington
Ken Wheatly

01279 817792

philipjhoy@emcapital.co.uk

01279 503912

juliapeachey1@yahoo.com

01279-812793

stickgo@aol.com

01279-813103
01279-816490
01279- 814723
01279 -813393
01279-813204
01279-815938
01279-812246
01279-814678

Cllr.Ray.Gooding@essexcc.gov.uk
mdavypa@btinternet.com
gingerthecat@tesco.net
davidholder3@talktalk.net
annkent@btinternet.com
pam.mark2@tiscali.co.uk
Not on e-mail
ken@birchanger.com
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THE THREE WILLOWS

01279 815913

Village Diary

THE THREE HORSESHOES

April/May
2009

HAZEL END
FOOD AVAILABLE ALL DAY EVERYDAY
OPEN 11am To 11pm

April

AUTHENTIC SPANISH FOOD AND TAPAS
FINE WINES ,BEER AND ALES

26th

FAMILY FRIENDLY PUB

More than just
your village Pub!

BOOKINGS TAKEN

ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FENCING, PAVING, DECKING, DRIVEWAYS, DRAINAGE,
BRICKWORK, EXTENSIONS AND CONSERVATORIES

01279 813429

May
3rd

D Bonney &Sons

10th

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Family Service

12th

Moorswood Coffee Morning
10.30 am to noon.

Motor Engineers
MOT
TESTING

17th
MOT TESTING, SERVICING
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS
24th

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
For a local service call Sean on
07703 115079 or 01279 813818

SUDS

St Mary’s 11.00 am

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Matins
St Mary’s 11.00 am
Holy Communion

Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946

BIRCHANGER SOCIAL CLUB
POKER NIGHT
ON
FRIDAY 8TH MAY
AT 8.00 pm

LAUNDERETTE
DO
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!
*

St Mary’s 11.00 am
Holy Communion

BAR OPEN TILL 11.30

Open 7 days a week

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

£10 RESIGNATION

Tel 866183

There’s plenty going on in the Church Hall in Birchanger Lane… Whether you want to keep yourself active
and fit, or just want to make new friends, why not check out some of the things on offer in our village?

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Morning
Tap Classes
Afternoon
Ballet
Evening
Ballroom

Friday
Morning
Pilates

Afternoon
Ballet,Tap & Modern

Afternoon
Line Dancing

Evening
Line Dancing

Evening
Brownies

Evening
Karate

The Hall is also available for private hire at weekends for Parties, Christenings, Quizzes, Bazaars, etc.
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