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TV FILM CREW VISITS DUCK END
A television film crew visited the home of Duck End resident Scott Taylor on July 4th. The three man crew
arrived at around lunchtime and stayed for about seven hours as they shot footage for a documentary
about migrant workers in the UK, how they adapt to life in Britain and the kind of life they live here. It will
form a part of the training of camera man Marvin.
The film they are making focuses on Scott’s 24/7 carer Alice
Konczak, who has worked with Scott since 2005. Alice comes
from a village near Poznan in Poland and has been living in the
UK since 2001. The film also asks the question “Why so few
British workers work in the caring industry?”
During their stay, the crew shot footage of Scott and Alice’s day
to day life and Alice’s working day including routine housework,
cooking, cleaning, and attending to Scott’s personal requirements
as well as some gardening activities and looking after Scott’s
French Bulldog “Brie”. At the same time they recorded the
conversation between Scott and Alice as the day went by.

Charlie, Hamish and Marvin
Scott told me. “Alice’s employer asked us
to do this. I was surprised at the amount
of filming they did and how much about
my life they wanted to know”.
Alice said. “ It was an interesting day but
I found it very tiring. I like what I do but
not everyone could do this”.

Scott and Alice at the Summer barbeque
BIRCHANGER LANE DAYTIME CLOSURES
Please be aware Birchanger Lane will be be closed to traffic for
resurfacing at various places from August 3rd.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Birchanger Lane resurfacing starts
August 3rd

to us to complain every time they intrude on the space
above our heads.
The number to call for this and any other noise and
track keeping issues is 0800 243 788. It would also be a
good idea to record the incident with SSE on 870558.

Brace yourselves, it really is going to start on August
3rd. It won't be easy for anyone as between the hours
Forest Hall Park is a winner
of 8am and 4.30 pm approximately, Birchanger Lane
will be closed and diversions will be in place. Everything
should be back to normal in the evenings and overnight. It may not be a surprise to the proud new home owners
in Forest Hall Park that their homes have been declared
the “Best New Build Village”. The development is
The good news is that the buses will continue to run
described as a “village within a village” and cites a
and the bins should be emptied. There will be a
design with elegance that embraces individuality with
rehearsal to see if the buses can use the loop in the
lane by the club, the bus shelter may be out of action so style with views to the north and open countryside to
the pick up point will be back to the original place before the south as the award winning features.
the shelter was installed during the period when the
diversion is in operation only. If the bus cannot turn
round there will be a shuttle service to the B1383.
At the time of writing the details have to be confirmed
and when they are, notices will be placed in the bus
shelter. Years of neglect of the lane have now been
acknowledged by County Highways. The wrong coding
colours for the lane had been used, and representations
were therefore discounted. It is now going to cost Essex
County Council a lot more money than it need have
done. It is a very major job as the lane never had any
proper foundations in the first place.
If you have any queries or problems with the bus
service please call Sam at Essex County Council
Transportation Services on 01245 437755. She is
particularly interested to know about problems as they
arise.

What can we do about the helicopters
plaguing Birchanger?
Sadly not very much, except complain, complain and
complain again to the Flight Evaluation Unit every time
a noisy intruder passes over head.
There are no fixed routes for helicopters so technically
they can fly where they like until the government
decides to change the legislation and make them
conform to particular routes.
However the scale of the problem is very big in
Birchanger, and all noise complaints about helicopters
can be recorded. BAA have been provided with some
draft procedures for investigating complaints for
consultation with concerned parties so it is perhaps up

Free locks for garden sheds if you are a
pensioner
It is the time of year when things seem to vanish from
garden sheds, often small tools whose loss is unnoticed
until the missing item is required. At the time of writing
Birchanger has yet to be targeted but it has happened
to me in the past.
Theft from garden sheds is happening already in
neighbouring villages. The police have a new scheme
whereby they will provide and fit a lock to an elderly
persons shed or outbuilding. To find out more about the
scheme, call the police on their mobile number 07801
461666.
You can also use the mobile number to call the police to
report anything which concerns you but for which you
might hesitate to call 999. This is an important new
service as by using the mobile number you might just
be able to stop a crime or to give the police valuable
information.
The police would also like you to use the number to
report bike riders revving up inconsiderately in
Birchanger. It is an offence under the title inconsiderate
driving and the police will prosecute. You can also use
the number to report off roaders in the fields.

Untaxed Vehicle? The District Council
Could Come and Take it Away.
Up until now Uttlesford District Council has only had the
power to remove untaxed vehicles which have clearly
been abandoned.
Now the council will shortly be able to remove any car
which has been left untaxed on the public highway and
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either sell the vehicle at auction or have it destroyed.
They are already building up a dossier of such vehicles
and sooner or later they will be removed.

Please be considerate about your
bonfires and barbeques

Do we need dog fouling bins in
Birchanger?

You may desperately want to get rid of your green
cuttings and other garden waste, but having a bonfire
with smoke billowing across your neighbours gardens
This is a very vexed question. Some people are very
much in favour of them, others are worried that they may and open windows is not likely to endear you to the
community at large.
well find one sited outside their house. Both sides have
There have been many complaints about this practice,
very valid points.
including some over the weekend when the green skip
Dog fouling in Birchanger is at its worst along some of
was actually in the village.
the footpaths. There is one footpath running parallel to
Birchanger Lane which is particularly bad and which is a Bonfire nuisance should be notified to the District
definite “no go” area after dark. Sadly the mess appears Council on 01799 510581. Barbeques may not be an
to be made in this case by just two offenders. I wonder if actual offence, but please consider the wind direction
and keep the smoke to a minimum if you can.
their owners realise that they can face a fine for this?
Another thing that dog owners may not realise is that
dog waste can be taken home and placed in the black
Birchanger Parish Council remains a
bin, and that in many cases home may be nearer than
quality parish council
the nearest dog mess bin. That assumes that the dog
owner is responsible enough to clear the mess up in the
Following a very rigorous inspection by the Essex
first place, which most Birchanger dog owners actually
Association of Parish Councils, Birchanger’s
are.
accreditation as a Quality Parish Council was confirmed
So do we really need them? It is up to you. No one
for the next five years.
actually wants one outside their home. The District
The accreditation was a very thorough process, and it is
Council is consulting Parish Councils about this again,
and your views do matter. Please call me on 812793 as a big thank you to our Parish Clerk Julia Peachey who
has taken us through the process again.
to whether you would like to see these bins in
Birchanger and if so, where?

No food caddies for Birchanger

Spangles children’s centre

Spangles Children’s Centre run from the Youth Centre in
Stansted, is one of the success stories of recent years.
Started as part of the Sure Start initiative under Essex
County Council, the centre can now accommodate as
many as 100 young mums, dads, child care workers and
grandparents with their babies and preschool children in
daily sessions, all free of charge.
Timetables vary but there is always plenty on offer to
keep everyone occupied, from physical activity groups,
music and messy play sessions, and a full range of stay
and play activities which provide learning opportunities
for the babies and children alongside help and support
for parents, grandparents, and child carers.
The centre is open every week day between 9am and
5pm, and everyone is welcome to spend as long as they
like at the centre and to join in the specific activities as
they please. These include preparation for Labour and
Delivery Classes on Monday mornings, New Parents
A month of big birthday celebrations. Club on Tuesday mornings, with fun groups for older
children and a special grandparents club on Wednesday
afternoons. Children’s lunches are provided on ThursIt has been a month when at least three Birchanger
days during a longer session which includes messy play,
Residents celebrated big birthdays with big birthday
lunch is provided for the children and on Fridays there is
bashes. Even the weather did not spoil the fun.
Congratulations to Keith Williams, Dave Woods and Neil, a session for young mums under the age of 19.
Times of the sessions may vary, but the best thing to do
to name a few, on having attained major birthday
is to go and see for yourself. Visitors and new users are
milestones and celebrating in style.
very welcome, and it provides a great opportunity for
everyone to make new friends. The atmosphere is relaxed and there is of support and information on hand as
well as access to help and advice when it is needed.
For further information, call the centre on 812348.
Following a trial of food caddies instead of wheelie bins
in a selected area in Uttlesford the council has decided
to scrap the idea of installing them across the district at
large. They may be provided for some flats and terraced
properties with access straight on to the street but
elsewhere they have proved to be too heavy en mass
and could lead to repetitive strain among the council’s
employees. Some caddies only weighed from as little as
3lbs, others were found to weigh a staggering 29lbs for a
week’s food rubbish. Lifting hundreds of these caddies
each day was not a realistic prospect.
The brown bins are very large, which was the reason for
the trial. It has been suggested that the bins should also
be used for garden waste, but the council does not have
the right vehicles or the facilities to deal with this at
present.
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Not exactly a cheap day out, but
We have all seen the monstrously large new hangar which dominates the approach to the Duxford turn off on the
M11. For a long time I wondered what was exactly going on in there but it was only the desire of my youngest
grandchild to actually get into Concorde which prompted us to make the trip.
Quite a lot has changed at Duxford in the five years since my last visit. Not only is there the replacement enormous
hangar but the entrance has received a makeover as well. Reeling from the shock of the entrance fee for 2 pensioners
and a five year old, some £29 including informative booklet, which we have now lost, we had to pass through a shop
stocked with all the memorabilia a small boy could wish for. We were lucky to be able to move beyond this! You have
to exit that way as well so that was the rather costly bribe.
The new hangar is full of the best examples of British aviation efforts over the last 105 years or so. There are also a
great many interactive gadgets to try, or would have been if they had all been working. There is a hangar full of
privately owned warplanes that still fly on air show days. Some of which can be seen under going restoration. The
American Museum has some new exhibits, and the new tank museum is well worth a visit, if you still have the energy.
There are plenty of places for a snack as well as designated picnic areas. A small open air bus is a welcome ride back
at the end of the day, before you are persuaded by anyone under 14 to unload further cash at the shop before you
leave. We left, after a lot of searching, with the only replica Harrier Jump Jet in the place, plus replica medals from the
First World War.
Tips, make a day of it, bring a picnic and set a spending limit. There are treats like simulators and pleasure flights on
offer as well which come at an additional cost.

And if you’re really lucky, you just might see this sort of thing

Ladies, have you lost a ring?
A small ladies ring has been found in the Scout hut if it is yours or you know
whose it is, please contact Dave Dartnell on 814311.
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SSE Barbeque is another success
For once, the sun shone, the wind actually died down and apart from
a few odd drops of rain the SSE Summer Barbeque was a very
enjoyable way to spend a Summer Sunday afternoon. Once again
Pim and Elizabeth Godwin made the garden at Moorswood available
for this annual fundraiser.
There was a choice of steak,
ribs, burgers and sausages all to
be accompanied by an enormous
variety of home made salads
with a further selection of home
made desserts to follow. All of
which was enthusiastically
devoured while the band played.
The band had made the trip
Mr Hayward explains a recondite matter.
from Harwich without asking for
How to avoid drunks at a party
any transport costs and the bare
minimum of a fee. Brian Ross
helped to man the licensed bar and a plethora of ladies served the food to an
appreciative crowd.
Everyone was very welcome. In all about 100 people attended including the
seven month old triplets Jack , William and Connor Mc Arthur a photo of whom
with big sister Molly accompanies this article.
The SSE team had worked very hard to make the event the fantastic success it

Jack, William, Connor
turned out to be. Most of all thank you to everyone who supported the event, as
and sister Molly at the barbeque without this support it simply could not happen.

A DOG'S TALE
Just over 10 years ago a small, black mongrel dog was rescued from a drain. No-one knows how long he had
been trapped, but he had rubbed off most of his fur in his efforts to escape. He was badly injured and had lost
his top front teeth. After spending 6 weeks being nursed back to health at the vet's he was sent to Wood
Green Animal Shelter to finish his convalescence. This is where he was given the name of Mulder – we
think after a character in the X-Files TV programme called Fox Mulder – a name we decided to keep.
Obviously, in the early days he did not look his most appealing due to his
lack of fur, and he also had to be segregated as he did not like being
with other dogs, so he spent some time in the Shelter without being
chosen. Still, when I visited the Shelter, something about him
appealed to me and, after all the usual checks, he came to live with
me and my family. He had obviously had a very traumatic time, and
patience and understanding were needed in the early days, but his loyal
and sensitive nature soon shone through.
His age is estimated to be 14+ now and he is almost completely deaf.
You may have seen us on our daily walks – with me often having to wait
for him to catch up these days! He is a marvellous pet and companion,
and I love him.

Michelle May

Why not tell us about your pets? They all have a story.
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School News
At this time of year everyone is excited about the
holidays, but sad at the prospect of losing Year 6 who
will move to their Secondary Schools in September. The
school always likes to hear from their old pupils and to
find out how they are progressing. One ex pupil has
become the first from the school to get into RADA.
Rhiannon Handy starts her Foundation Year at RADA in
September. Congratulations Rhiannon, and all the very
best for your future. News of their achievements from all
the other ex Birchanger pupils would be very welcome.

Racing for life
No less than 6 enterprising members of staff are taking
part in the 10 kilometre race for life in aid of breast
cancer research. They are not asking for any
sponsorship either. All they ask is that everyone buys
tickets for their very special raffle which features
delicious looking boxes of goodies which would please
the most demanding lady in anyone’s life. The prizes
are on display in the school entrance lobby.
The enterprising six are :- Judi Manning, Gina Groves,
Gwen Smith, Pam Booker, Carolyn Field and Sandra
Grange.
Last month Helen Shirley and Chair of governors Sue
Haggerwood-Bullen took part in the 10 kilometre
Midnight Walk for St Clare’s Hospice.

Cycling proficiency tests on track
With the SATS tests now a distant memory Year 6
pupils were able to focus on their Cycling Proficiency
Training and Test under the watchful eye of Mrs
Haggerwood-Bullen who has been putting groups of
children through their paces annually having taken over
from Mrs Holdgate several years ago. Everyone passed
with flying colours.
The children then went on the annual Crucial Crew Day
which is run by Uttlesford District council in conjunction
with the emergency services and other community
teams. There they learnt about aspects of their own
personal safety, unforeseen dangers and how to cope
in tricky situations.
The school does everything it can to try to ensure the
children’s safety at all times but it is a great shame that
the parents of younger children are not giving them
proper supervision when they are out of school and
allowed to ride their bikes around the village. There
have been many complaints during the better weather
about children who are putting themselves at risk,
particularly in the area of the club, Birchwood and
Birchanger Lane. Please remember that even the
quickest reacting motorist may not be able to stop in
time to avoid the child who suddenly comes out in front
of them. Don’t let your child be the one who is hurt.

The new building is complete at last
After three months the builders finally moved out
leaving a state of the art new ancillary suite and
meeting room which will benefit everybody in the
school.
The main feature is the new staff room which can be
divided to form two smaller rooms as the need arises
and which will be used as a music practice room as
well. There is also a large well equipped kitchen where
the staff can prepare lunches and the older children will
have cookery lessons. Two new toilets, one specifically
for use by the disabled and two large store rooms
complete the new suite. The existing hall has been
carpeted to match the new facility and will be repainted
shortly.
The builders did their best to make the process as pain
free as possible but everyone is relieved to have a
break from the drilling, dust, banging and general
intrusion for a while anyway.
With numbers rising at the school and everyone keen to
improve the facilities for the school, doubtless there will
be other projects in time.

History fun
There were some very strange outfits to be seen in
Class 4 last month. The children were learning about
the fifties and in order to get the feel of the decade, they
all came in fifties style costumes. Styles were many and
varied, I don’t quite remember all the day glow colours,
but I do know that learning was never this much fun in
my day!

More fun in France
It was a day out with a difference when pupils from
Years 4, 5 and 6 took a day trip to France organised by
Mrs Jo Sherrif.
Staff, pupils and parents were up very early for the 6am
start. The day started with a visit to a major
hypermarket where the fish counter proved to be
particularly interesting with it’s big collection of all types
of fish and some live lobsters. The children then visited
Boulogne old town with a special visit to a sweet shop.
Somehow many of the children managed to acquire
French Berets as well. A trip to a creperie followed
where the children had great fun making crepes and
eating them as well.A fast trip home meant that the
children were back ahead of schedule at 8pm. For
many it was their first trip to France as well as their first
trip through the Channel Tunnel.
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Finding out about Birchanger
Class three have been finding out all about Birchanger by interviewing several of its residents. Their questions
were many and varied and focussed on all aspects of Birchanger past and present. The subject proved to be very
large indeed and has given rise to several ongoing lines of inquiry which can be pursued in the future.
Do we like living here? That is what the children want to find out!

Lunch Raises £130 For St Mary’s Church.
What now seems to be the Annual Midsummer Lunch in the garden at Moorswood was held on a near perfect
summer day. Those attending enjoyed an excellent meal good company and a summer afternoon of chat with their
friends. A welcome £175 was raised for the Church in the process.
A big thank you to Pam Lee who was responsible for most of the hard work involved as well as thanks to all those
whose attendance ensured that the day was a success.

Would you like an Allotment
If you live within the boundaries of Birchanger and would like a plot to grow your own fruit and vegetables on, you
are eligible to apply for an allotment.
The cost is just £8.00 per year, there is a water tap onsite and there are a number of plots available for rent.
If you are interested please contact David Holder at 11 High view or call 813393. For complete terms and
conditions contact the Clerk to the Council Julia Peachey 503912 or email juliapeachey@yahoo.com

ST MARYS CHURCH FARNHAM
IS CELEBRATING

SEPTEMBER 19TH 7.30 PM
TICKETS 01279 815894)

SEPTEMBER 26TH

150 YEARS

WITH

GRAFFITI CLASSICS IN CONCERT
Adjacent park open for picnics from 5.30pm.

12PM-2.30 PM

FETE & BBQ,

Dog Show, Pony Rides, Childrens Games and more

SEPTEMBER 27TH.

12.30 PM-5.00 PM

FLOWER FESTIVAL, TEAS

Published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in Birchanger. The views expressed herein
do not automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented. Editorial team: Eddie Gilbey
(816171), eddieb.gilbey@btinternet.com (Please note the change of address) Elizabeth Godwin, Ken Wheatley, Michael Daw
Submissions are welcome but may be edited depending on available space.
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THE THREE WILLOWS

01279 815913

Village Diary

THE THREE HORSESHOES

July/August
2009

HAZEL END
FOOD AVAILABLE ALL DAY EVERYDAY
OPEN 11am To 11pm
AUTHENTIC SPANISH FOOD AND TAPAS
FINE WINES ,BEER AND ALES

July
26th

FAMILY FRIENDLY PUB

More than just
your village Pub!

ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FENCING, PAVING, DECKING, DRIVEWAYS, DRAINAGE,
BRICKWORK, EXTENSIONS AND CONSERVATORIES

BOOKINGS TAKEN

August

01279 813429
1st

8.00 pm At the Club
Julie Nevarda

2nd

11.00 am St Mary’s
Matins

MOT TESTING, SERVICING
9th
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

D Bonney &Sons
Motor Engineers
MOT
TESTING

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
For a local service call Sean on
07703 115079 or 01279 813818

Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946

SUDS
LAUNDERETTE
DO
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!
*

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

Café Masala

16th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Family Service

23rd

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

29th

All Day At the Club
Open Day

30th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Matins

t

Open 7 days a week

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

Tel 866183

10% off takeaway orders
On presentation of this advert
10 London Road, Bishops Stortford
01279 505665 01279 505885

BIRCHANGER SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
Presents

2009 BEER FESTIVAL
11th, 12th, AND 13th SEPTEMBER
Features a wide range of Beers Ales and Cider
With SOLID STATE performing on stage on the 12th
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