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SPRING IS HERE
Fancy Going Down to the Woods?
This is the very best time of the year for a visit to either Digby Wood or Birchanger
Wood. Bluebells are either out or on their way in Digby Wood, while in Birchanger
Wood there are carpets of aconites as the wood starts to come back to life after a
very unique winter.
Both woods lost branches of trees and some
of the less robust silver birches came down,
but the damage could have been a great deal
worse. As ever it was the humans who
mistreated the wood the most. We do not
need the trees to be decorated with red paint,
and beware of the ruts created by the four by
four which churned up the new hard paths on
our side of the wood. Despite these irritants
the woods are really lovely and should be
enjoyed.

There’s a good boy!
Far be it from me to be critical of the copy I receive and I personally enjoy the input
from the pet owners of the village (even a cat owner has got in on the act this
month) but can we please cut down the bitching about dogs droppings and its
disposal. It has become tiresome.
We all know that canine faeces are unpleasant and a health hazard. We also know
that there are some dog owners who behave responsibly and some who don’t. No
amount of nagging will change that. Until an offender is directly challenged, their
behaviour is unlikely to change. There are three more items about dogs poo or their
bags in this issue alone, I really don’t want some reader telling me the magazine is
full of crap because I already know!

Ed
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Recreation ground updated
It must seem that the new junior football pitch will never
be completed, but it will be, hopefully within the next few
weeks. The apparatus is also to be checked and
substandard items will be removed or upgraded.
Meanwhile, please take care until this work has been
completed.
It is sad for all those who use the recreation ground will
no longer have the services of Pat Eldred, who kept the
area clean and free of glass for so many years and was a
very well known figure in the village. His daughter has
taken over her father’s role, and we are very grateful for
this. Meanwhile our thanks to Pat for all he did over so
many years.
It would be a help for everyone if the ground was actually
used for what it was designed for, a children’s recreation
area. It is not for dog walkers to leave their calling cards
in the form of dog pooh bags, and adult drinkers who
leave broken glass and bottles for others to clear up
before a child gets hurt. The mothers are little better.
Volunteers should not have to take away their children’s
nappy sacks either.
The work of clearing up after these people has become
unreasonably distasteful, so there is no alternative but to
remove the bin entirely. Sadly it is certain that those who
make this mess would be the last people to volunteer to
clear it up. Why should they expect someone else to do
this?
On a positive note, the parish council would like to
replace some of the children’s play equipment, and would
like some ideas of what both parents and children would
like. It must be robust and safe, but if we can find the
funds, it is definitely time for an upgrade. Your ideas
please to 812793.

Wheels to Work.
Do you want to work, but the difficulties of actually getting
to work make the prospect unrealistic? Are you aged between 16 and 25 and finding a truly local job to suit you a
near impossibility? The Wheels to Work scheme might be
exactly what you need.
Catch 22 solutions understand the difficulties and loan
mopeds to help to get you out of the transport trap. Not
only will they supply a moped, give you the requisite training, they will provide the helmet, jacket, trousers and
gloves as well. Your vehicle will also be serviced and
maintained for you.

Sounds too good to be true ,why not find out more?
You need to be aged between 16 and 25, although there
may be some flexibility in this, with problems accessing
training and employment. Just telephone the Wheels to
Work scheme on 07748 140384, 01799 510638, or 01268
530620 to see what they might be able to do for you.

Do you know how easy it is for someone
to enter your house?
Well I didn’t until last week when my own daughter
entered our house just using her credit card. I won’t tell
you just how she did it, but it is the way countless small
time thieves gain unfettered access to our homes, to do
as they please when we are either asleep or out.
We can stop this, by dead locking the door, by bolting it
securely or by fixing a chain or additional locking system
which we must remember to use! We can take our
handbags, wallets and keys upstairs. Finding the car keys
is an added bonus for any thief. If they take the car for a
joy ride, it won’t look the same if you ever find it again.
So the message is, help yourself, in the end it will stop the
thieves helping you to shed your possessions before you
intended to.

Smash, Bash but no Cash.
However some prefer a different approach to the above.
They will watch your house, wait until you go out, then
quite literally bash their way in through a glass window.
Easy they think.
However for one set of burglars it did not go as planned.
They had hidden and watched while two people left the
house and they assumed the house was empty. No time
for the niceties of picking the lock, they simply smashed
their way in through a window at the back.
It was difficult to say who was the most surprised, the two
homeowners who had just said goodbye to their friends,
or the two men who simply fled empty handed when they
found the house was occupied. All in all it was a truly
shocking experience and our sympathies to the family
involved.
This makes the break in a far more serious offence as the
premises were occupied at the time. For the rest of us, we
need to check that we are not being watched, if we can,
when we go out. We also need to watch out for our
neighbours. Nasty old world at times!
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News From the Annual Parish Meeting.
This year’s meeting held at the end of last month proved
to be a very friendly affair, especially so as coffee was
served afterwards in the new room so there was a chance
to see the new extension and facilities properly.
The main subjects for the meeting covered a crime up
date from Alex Stuart in the absence of PC Bastendorff,
who urged everyone to report anything suspicious, no
matter how small, either to the police direct on 121, or by
phoning him on 07846467575. Also cars parking on the
pavement is an offence which needs to be reported, with
the registration number when you see it, not the next day.
The recent speed check on the lane have shown that
parts of it are suitable for a 20mph speed limit, and
highways are doing preliminary studies on this. The
village gates, speed signs and HGV signage, if not
installed by the time you read this will be well overdue.
Fly tipping is an offence so again please report this
directly to the council, Alex, or myself when you see it.
Also beware of the charity collection bags. If they do not
have a UDC registered collector number they are bogus. I
have actually seen them being emptied at Tot Lane and
the contents they liked taken while the rest were dumped.
This lot were reported and dealt with!
Essex Council is facing more costs due to the improved
care financial arrangements for the elderly, which mean,
they will be unable to reclaim a lot of the costs as the
thresholds for payment have been raised by the
government.

SOME USEFUL NUMBERS

Birchanger Church of England Primary School
Acting Head Teacher Mr Geoffrey Slide

812362

Birchanger Open Gardens Committee
Enquiries to:

Miss Sheila Devereux

Birchanger Social Club

813843
812810

Birchanger Village Magazine
Editor

Mr. Eddie Gilbey

816171

Church in Birchanger
The Benefice office

815243.

Pam Lee

01279 815938

Church Hall

Trudy Revell

01279 812309

County Councillor
Mr Ray Gooding

01279813103

District Councillor
Mrs. Elizabeth Godwin

812793

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Helicopter noise is a problem to everyone in Birchanger,
but yet again, if you don’t complain, the airport does not
believe it is happening. Hardly anything was reported to
them last year, so they cannot believe that we have a
problem. You do not need to call the airport as SSE is
quite happy to process everyone’s complaint. 870588 is
the number to call.

Mr Alex Stewart

07844446467575

Parish Council
Chairman

Mrs. Angie Driscoll

Clerk to the Council Mrs. Julia Peachey

817376
503912

Would You Like an Allotment?
This was not perhaps a good question to ask in the soggy days of last Winter, but now that Spring is here and the
allotment holders are doing great things with their particular patches, it might be a good time to consider whether
you might like to join them?
There are plots available, and the size is up for negotiation. A standard plot costs only £10 per annum, an amount
easily saved in growing your own produce. Why not try one for yourself this year?
Experience is not an issue as there are plenty of established allotments holders able to offer advice.
Do you fancy combining growing your own fruit and veg with a regular vigorous physical workout? If so why not
take on an allotment for only £10.00 a year. The offer is available to Birchanger residents only. If interested please
contact Peter Wilton 815870
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News from St Mary’s
Tea Room Treats.
The new tea room is proving to be a very successful venue
for a Wednesday afternoon treat. Between 2 and 4pm you
can have a delicious cake, with tea or coffee and meet a
great many friends as well.
Teas are served in the new hall extension. There are small
tables covered with red and white gingham cloths. The atmosphere is friendly and relaxed and everyone is very welcome, including the menfolk in the village, who although
partial to a cup of tea seem to think that tea parties are not
for them.

COFFEE MORNING
In aid of Church funds

They would rapidly change their minds if they saw the
cakes! They need to come and discover it for themselves.

Tuesday 6th May
10.30 till Noon

Moorswood 330 Birchanger Lane
Everyone welcome

BAGS

Come along and join us on the last Wednesday of every Month
Meeting Room in Village Hall
Doors open at 7.30. for 8 – 10 p.m.
Forthcoming meetings
Wed. 30th April – Bring ‘n Buy – Antiques Roadshow – Talk on Tai Chi
Wed. 28�� May – A Qualified Hypnotherapist giving us an insight to Hypnotherapy
‘A Warm Welcome to all Newcomers’

March Meeting was – Art Class with Heather Brown
Tel for details:

Angie – 817376,

Michelle - 814481,
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Barbara - 813007

Live Entertainment - Great Food - Excellent Bar - Snooker - Darts - Pool – Football - Cricket - Bowls

HUTTON CONSTRUCTION LTD.
TO SPONSOR CRICKET CLUB
Birchanger Cricket Club has secured a lucrative
sponsorship package with local business Hutton
Construction Ltd for the 2014 season.
Hutton Construction Ltd is a major building contractor
working throughout London and the East of England and
specialises in complex new multi-million pound projects to
large scale new build projects and refurbishments of
existing premises for all sectors of business and industry.
The business was established in 1850 – 45 years before
the cricket club bowled its first ball.

EASTER WEEKEND AT THE CLUB!
This year Easter is falling quite late in the calendar. We’re
sure by now most of you after 2 weeks of school holidays
will be tearing your hair out counting the hours until the kids,
grandkids, neighbours kids are finally returned safely to
school. Surely then the last thing you’ll fancy doing is
cooking an Easter Roast. Don’t despair, Birchanger Sports
and Social is there!
This Easter Sunday we will be preparing a fresh roast
dinner for anybody wanting to truly relax and enjoy their
bank holiday weekend. With a choice of chicken or beef
with all the trimmings as well as a vegetarian option,
followed by one of our famous handmade desserts this will
be the place to be. The whole package comes in at only
£9.95 with a free glass of wine on offer to Mum to celebrate
her having the afternoon off! Furthermore there are child’s
portions on offer for only £5.95 – bargain. We don’t want to
give away the surprise, but there may even be an egg on
offer for the kids. Please make sure to book in advance to
avoid disappointment either in the club or over the phone!
P.S. despite much lobbying Easter Bunny will NOT be on
the menu!

The cricket club will be displaying Hutton Construction Ltd
signage around the ground throughout the season and the
company logo will appear on the players’ shirts during all
matches. The deal has helped to improve facilities at the
club for the new campaign; during which its first team will be
competing in the top division of The Herts and Essex
Cricket League following their promotion last season.

First XI Captain, Elliott Sellears, realises the benefit of
businesses supporting local sports clubs. He said, “The club
and its members really appreciate the support of a huge
company like Hutton Construction Ltd; the money provided
helps us as a committee provide our members with
enhanced facilities. The club is using the money to provide
its members with a new much needed scoreboard. Village
clubs like us rely on its members to keep their clubs running
Also don’t forget our Modern Divas show with Cat Winter
and the Grand Easter Egg Draw on Saturday 19th April. It’s but money like this really helps us improve the club.”
set to be an incredible evening so get on your glad rags and
come on down.
The league season begins on Saturday 3 May. The first XI
kick off with a tricky looking game against local rivals
Hockerill; whilst the second XI start their Division 6
campaign with an away game against Rickling Ramblers
II’s. Anyone interested in playing cricket for Birchanger
should contact Ross Leavers at marshbarnes@gmail.com.
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Entertainment
Treasure Chest Draw – 25th April + 16th May

CHARITY TREASURE CHEST NIGHT
Birchanger Sports and Social Club sits at the heart of
the local community. As part of its commitment to serving the local people with great value drinks food and
entertainment, the club also supports a local charity:
Grove Cottage. Last month the trusty Treasure Chest
team led by the clubs very own Noel Edmonds-a-like
Dave Woods headed out to Grove Cottage to give
them their very own taste of the excitement of the
treasure chest game. The evening was much loved by
all who attended a real treat for patients and carers
alike.

The prize keeps growing,
but you got to be in it to win it

Rebecca Ray – 3rd May

A classy lady with one amazing voice to boot. She
will be gracing our hallowed stage and following in
the footsteps of many performers as she charms
the Birchanger crowd with an evening not to be
missed

Poker Night – 18th May
24th MAY CLUB TO HOST
FREDDIE MERCURY TRIBUTE AND
BLOW UP BAND
May will see the club host its very first cabaret
evening, with a whole host of entertainment from a
blow up band to one of the world’s leading Freddie
Mercury tribute acts. So if you want to break free this
bank holiday weekend then bring your ‘Mamma’ or
the ‘Love of My Life’ because ‘The Show Must Go
On’. What can we say, ‘We Will Rock You’!

Keep your cards close to your chest and you could be
flush with success
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Do you want to ride your bicycle?
Uttlesford District Council is organising a series of free cycling proficiency courses for the over 50s who are thinking of
returning to the saddle.
Aimed at those who haven’t cycled for a few years, or who would like a confidence boost before taking to the open
road, the course is in two parts. An initial 2-hour Level 1 session covering safety and basic maintenance will take
place on 9 May at the Lord Butler Leisure Centre. The sessions run from 9am-11am, 11.30am-1.30pm and 2pm-4pm.
Participants can choose which session to attend but there is a limit of 12 per session. These sessions will be followed
by one of three Level 2 sessions in Stansted, Great Dunmow and Saffron Walden on the subsequent Fridays (16, 23,
and 30 May) from 10am-1pm, where riders will put what they have learned into action and be assessed on the road.
Community outreach officer Paul Goddard said: “This is an excellent opportunity to dust off your bike if the recent Tour
de France build-up has sparked your interest. Spaces are strictly limited to 36 (12 per town) so interested riders
should get in touch quickly to reserve a spot.”
All sessions will be run by Cycle Training East with the assistance of UDC. Riders should bring their own cycle and
safety equipment and a light snack and drink for the second session.
For more information, or to register your interest in one of the courses, please contact Paul Goddard on
pgoddard@uttlesford.gov.uk

Suduko
Here is a simple suduko puzzle.
The rules for solving the puzzle are :- each
horizontal row and vertical column must have
the digits 1 to 9 with no digits repeated.
The grid is also divided into 9, 3 x 3 boxes
which must also contain digits 1 to 9 again
with no digits repeated.
The solution is on the back page.
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Dear Editor,
I am writing in despair about my owner. I am
walked regularly, I do what is required of me, and
my owner puts my offerings in a blue plastic bag.
However, unlike all my friend’s more responsible
owners, he does not take the bag home with him.
He just leaves it to rot on a bank in Duck End.
I am just so embarrassed! Imagine all my
offerings just left on the side for everyone to see.
He bags them, that is right, but he just leaves
them there for someone else to get rid of, but
nobody does and why should they?

2
7

Its such a strain

4

7

As they are correctly bagged they will be there
for years.
I do not know what to do. Please stop him
someone!

6
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School News
Fun for Everyone for Sports Relief.
It all started with a big leap from every child for the
cameras then it was off at a run for everyone in a bid to
complete a ten lap course around the school sports field.
As they completed each lap they collected a sticker and
many children completed more than twenty laps, with
every single child doing the minimum of ten laps. Older
children helped the younger ones and even the pre
school children joined in. Some of the children would
have run all afternoon if they had been given the chance!
Parents contributed by making and selling a delicious
range of cakes and biscuits, which were very popular with
the children as well as acting as marshals and giving out
the lap stickers for every class. Red Sports Relief T shirts
were everywhere.
A great afternoon was had by children, parents and staff
when every child completed at least 10 laps of the
playground for Sports Relief and a big thank you to Mrs
Field who managed the whole event. A total of £222 was
raised for Sports Relief.

Appalling Parking at the School? Watch
Out Here comes the Camera Car.
The School tries very hard to encourage parents to park
responsibly when they take their children to and from
school. Sadly there is a small minority of parents, whose
parking is quite frankly appalling and they need to be sent
back to driving school to learn how to park considerately.
The school does try to address this issue, and does
appreciate how annoying this can be when you are trying
to leave your home. The police have been involved in the
past and the school will involve them again should the
problem persist. If you do find your driveway is
obstructed, please take the car’s registration number and
tell the police and the school what happened.
For parents to be rude to complainants is inexcusable and
the rest of the school very much regrets that this
happened.

Hopefully with the advent of the new camera car, which
will be watching Parents parking outside schools as well
as taking action against irresponsible parking, all this
might come to an end?

Still Time to Enter for the 10k Run.
Last Year’s 10 k run proved popular with residents and
parents as well as some very professional club runners. It
really does not matter what your running standard is, fun
or elite, this really is a good race around some of the
prettier fields in the village. There are plenty of
refreshments available and it really does not matter what
your personal fitness level is. There will be marshals all
around the course to point the way and to assist you if
you do find yourself on your own.
Back at the school there will be refreshments for
everyone and a very warm welcome. After the completion
of the adult race, the children will have their own section
of the course to run.
Come and join in and in share in the fun. The course is
almost exactly the same as last year. Enjoy. Those who
do not have children currently attending the school, can
contact the school for entry forms on 812362. There will
also be an option to come early and to sign up on the day.

A Special Lunch For Mother’s Day.
It was an opportunity for the children to give their mother
a special treat for a change, by inviting her along to a
Mother’s Day Lunch at the school. 60 mothers thought
this was a good idea and took up the invitation. They
were looked after and served by their own children to a
delicious lunch prepared by Amna and followed by some
very special treats. It was a very happy occasion.
The PTA had also prepared some bunches of daffodils
which the children took home to give to their mothers after
school.

We Live in Birchanger Too!
I am tired of reading about all these naughty ill mannered dogs. If they were all cats we would not have any of this bother. We don’t
need to be taken a walk, we rid the house of mice and spiders, but what thanks do we get? Absolutely none!
All we ask is a place on your best settee, the occasional brushing and food whenever we require it. We don’t bark, we purr when
we are happy, we like fish, but otherwise a premium tin of cat food will do nicely. We love a comfortable chair or sofa. So what if
we leave some hairs behind? It was not my fault that Aunt Hermione sat down after me in her new black dress. Did she not realise
that chair is my place?
I am also quite hurt that you don’t seem to like my presents. I take the trouble to hunt all night and to lay my gifts of pigeon, rat,
blackbird and robin carefully on the doorstep for you. I cannot understand why I get shouted at.
We are partial to the liver you left on the work top, sorry, so good I had to eat it all, we like good fish, salmon is fine and Dover Sole
delicious. However that does not seem to be on the work top that often. We are also partial to a bit of butter, when I lick that you do
not seem to notice it, so what is all the bother with the cream from the new jug. Ok, it fell over, and well smashed a bit, but it was
only a jug, even if it was Stuart crystal.
So you see we are quite happy to live alongside you, to share the things you like, and to spend most of the day sound asleep.
Slightly Miffed Scatcat of Birchanger.
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Where the dogs of Birchanger
can have their say
Dear Pooches of Birchanger
I have listened with interest as my human Cheryl has read out your contributions to our Village magazine, and
she tells me its time I put my two pennyworth in on behalf of me and my brother Gordon(well, he’s not really my
brother but because we live together that’s what my human calls him).
Firstly I must apologise for all the shocking barking we do at those of you we meet on our way round the fields
and Birchanger Woods. Gordon had a nasty experience being chased by a big black dog on a beach in
Scotland when he was only a puppy, so now he thinks everyone is out to get him and I feel obliged to back him
up. He’s not quite so vocal now he’s got his rubber stick and it does distract him. Apologies to Pixie for taking
the opportunity to have a good bark at her while my humans were distracted discussing a lost puppy, I admit to
being quite ashamed of myself.
Well as I dictate this to my human (my paws can’t work the keyboard), the weather has finally brightened up and
all that disgusting mud is beginning to dry up. I tell you I was well and truly fed up with all that mud between my
toes and under my nails, although Gordon when he’s been chasing his rubber stick loves to lie in the mud to
cool off. Sensible really, but my humans don’t agree and go to great lengths to stop him doing it. They get the
hose on him if he gets really mucky but he doesn’t seem to mind too much. Also, the tree bunnies are out again
and I got my opportunity to chase the first one of the year. Very exciting it was too!!
We look forward to meeting up when we are out and about and will try our very best not to be too noisy.
Lulu & Gordon

An everyday story from a canine viewpoint
You can call me Piglet. The woman of the house, aka The Boss, has been laid-up following an altercation with a
horse (another story, another time) which means that the man of the house, aka The Dogsbody, has been
saddled with domestic chores which includes dog-walking duty.
Now being a newbie he doesn't understand the rules and etiquette of dog walking. Just recently he has
professed himself mystified by the appearance of small plastic bags hanging from fences and tree branches
along our bridle path, not to mention on the The Boss's horse trailer. I have had to explain that these bags
contain, what shall we call it, rear-end emissions from dogs on their daily recreational walks. Yes, he says, but
why are they hanging from trees and fences? Good question. Well, I have to explain to him, the nice dog
owners take these little bags with them on their dog walks with the intention, like good citizens, of collecting their
dog's waste. Having collected the waste in their little plastic bags some of the owners think it would be a good
idea to leave them behind, presumably for other people to admire.
So, let me get this right, says Dogsbody. The dog owner collects their dog's waste, puts it in plastic bags and
then leaves these bags hanging on trees to take a million years to bio-degrade. Surely, says Dogsbody, it would
be better to just leave the deposit in situ for it to naturally disappear pretty quickly.
Ah! I said, but that's not the point. If another owner sees you leaving your dog's deposit lying on the ground
where it was parked, he/she would surely castigate you for bad behaviour. So you very showingly collect the
deposit in your little plastic bag and your fellow dog walker will admire you for your thoughtfulness and
consideration. Then when they are out of sight you can leave your little plastic bag and it's charming contents
hanging from a tree. Job done and nobody the wiser!

Birchanger Village Magazine 9

April/May

Traditional time served carpenter and Joiner

April

All Carpentry and Joinery
Traditional box and casement sash windows
Door Fitting Service
Kitchen cabinet fitting service
Fitted wardrobes and cabinets

27th

Motor Engineers

More than just
your village Pub!

ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

MOT
TESTING

FENCING, PAVING, DECKING, DRIVEWAYS, DRAINAGE,
BRICKWORK, EXTENSIONS AND CONSERVATORIES

MOT TESTING, SERVICING
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946

Roe Smith
9 Churchfields,Stansted
Essex CM24, 8RJ

Tel 01279 816459
Mob: 07798 936627

11th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

18th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

25th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

LAUNDERETTE
DO
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!

Mrs. Julie Golden S.R.Ch.

Painter and Decorator

11.00 am St Mary’s
Matins

SUDS

Home Visiting Practice

A professional service at a competitive rate

May
4th

For a local service call Sean on
07508165316 or 01279 813818

State Registered Chiropodist

Est 1994
01279 873492
Dunmow Road
Takeley CM22 6SH

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

01279 815913

11 Rainsford Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8DU
01279 814058 Mob 07962 963987
pauldavall@btinternet.com

D Bonney &Sons

Village Diary

THE THREE WILLOWS

Paul Davall
Carpentry & Joinery

*

Open 7 days a week

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

Tel 866183

Friendly, Professional & Reliable
Sustainable Garden Services Provider
Gardening, Landscapes & Tree Works

T. 01799 550032 M. 07866 752713
One off Garden Tidies
Hard & Soft Landscaping
Hedge Cutting & Trimming
Advice & Planning
Planting and Plant Sourcing
Log Splitter & Operator Hire
Chipper & Operator Hire

Regular Garden Maintenance
Tree Pruning, Felling
& Reductions
Fencing & Timber Structures
Traditional Countryside Crafts
Leaf & Snow Clearance
Soil, Log & Aggregate Delivery

Free No Obligation Quotes

www.gwbhorticulture.co.uk
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Published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in Birchanger. The views expressed herein do
not automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented. Editorial team: Eddie Gilbey (816171),
eddieb.gilbey@btinternet.com Elizabeth Godwin, Ken Wheatley. Submissions are welcome but may be edited depending
on available space.
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