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WILL IT NEVER END?
Last month’s front page was intended to be a light hearted comment on the
terrible weather that began about eight weeks ago. Some how it has become a
prophecy! Little did I know that the view from my study would be exactly the same
a month later. There have only been three rainless days in Birchanger so far this
year and there is no sign of any respite. So let’s spare a thought for all those
inundated souls in the Somerset levels and the Thames valley and be glad we
don’t live in a flood plain. I have read to day that 100,000 people think that
diverting some of our over seas aid budget to alleviate the suffering here would be
a good idea. I think I agree with them!

TWO SETS OF LIGHTS AND A LANDSLIP
An Essex Venice
With the village cut off at both ends, landslips and road works, Birchanger may have
been interesting, but rather a challenge in the last few weeks.
The water even got into the gas main, rather disconcerting when you find water
instead of gas coming out of your cooker. At one time on Saturday 8th, the Lane
was closed at both ends.
It was even worse in Stansted at Lower Street where all the shops, houses and
businesses at the lower end were flooded. Flooding in Newport even made the TV
news on Feb 10th.
Sandbags help, in many cases, the District Council can supply the bags, but do not
now have any sand. You can also obtain these from builders yards and DIY stores.
If you do find yourselves in difficulties, call me on 812793 and I will try to help.
I am sure it will not be long before I am writing about the drought. It is a shame we
have not yet found a way to store all this water. I am certain we will need it!
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Want to Meet the Birchanger Bags?
You know them already as they are just normal ladies
in Birchanger who have decided to try to brighten up
the days for other Birchanger ladies. At their inaugural
meeting last month the initial group of 20 ladies met in
the new Village Hall extension and discussed just how
they might form an association which will be attractive,
open and available to every woman in Birchanger. It
will be a group of ladies who offer friendship, activities
and interesting evenings for those who would like to
come. Age and status simply do not exist for this
group, it is open to all.
The group only came in to being at the end of last
month and the initial meeting elected a Chairwoman,
Angie Driscoll, and a Secretary Barbara Wilson. A
great many and varied proposals were made, from
theatre trips, to Pilate Classes, parties, Tai Chi, Art
Classes ,Clothes Exchanges, a choir, homeopathy,
wine tasting, fundraising mainly for village causes and
fun runs as well as varied social events. The list is not
exhaustive and new ideas are welcomed.
Not everyone will want to participate in everything, but
to find out more all you have to be is female and to
come to the village hall on the last Wednesday of any
month. There is no membership fee, but participants
are asked to pay £2 to cover the cost of the hall hire.
The first task was to select a name, and several were
proposed. The title Birchanger All Girls Society was the
overall winner. There is just one rule. Confidentiality is
supreme and if anyone wants to talk about a problem
or a matter of concern, whatever is said remains just
where it started, in the hall. We want everyone to think
that they can come to speak freely and find support
when it is needed.
To find out more, talk to Angie Driscoll on 817376, or
myself on 812793.

Stansted Airport still in the frame
Those who oppose any further development at
Stansted will never be able to relax. Although not in the
prime spot for consideration, as both Heathrow and
Gatwick will be considered first, Stansted still has a lot
of spare capacity.
So why do airlines shy away from Stansted, preferring
instead to use Heathrow and Gatwick? Long haul
initiatives have all failed in the last twenty years and
the smaller airlines all come and go in rapid
succession, yet cargo operations still flourish.

Southend Airport is rapidly becoming a very serious
contender for low cost airlines since its makeover has
been very successful. Other problems for Stansted
include the longer access time from central London
which is also a turnoff it seems.
Improving the journey route will be very difficult. It is
proposed two more lines from Liverpool Street to
Broxbourne, but will this be enough? The same line
also serves Cambridge and there are the commuters,
who quite rightly consider themselves to be a forgotten
breed in all this. They must be taken into account as
well. Houses will need to be knocked down, bridges
widened and this will be costly. The airport won’t pay,
but we will in our taxes. Despite all the Sunday
closures the line is still very unreliable. The M11 will
need widening, and something must be done to
improve its road safety aspects. So many people are
missing flights now, due to motorway incidents. This
makes coach transport unreliable as well.
However, if the government has the will to develop
Stansted, it will happen. The airport could grow well
beyond the 35mppa it already has permission for.
When it does reach around 28 mppa, then we can
expect an application to increase passenger numbers.
When it reaches 35mppa both the airport and the
government will have their sights set on a second
runway.
There is no indication of what type or where the
runway would be sited, but the prospect is very much
there. However there are developments happening all
the time. There is work being done on “Boris Airport”,
which if this proves to be favourable will merit
consideration of this site by the Airport Commission. It
is also very surprising that neither Birmingham nor
Manchester airports are being considered. Are they
trying to add to road congestion and concentrate air
travel in the south?
Nothing is certain, and a new government could
change everything again. Enjoy Birchanger while you
can, hopefully for a long time to come.

Not everyone in Birchanger is a friend
in need.
Many of us like to think of Birchanger as a friendly
place where people like to help each other out and
make life easier for the community. Sadly it seems this
is not always the case.
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A Birchanger resident recently lost a large amount of cash
while making their way home. The money was there at
the start of the walk in the village, but not on arrival back
at the house. Immediately the individual returned to the
start point, but there was no sign of the cash, which had
been in an envelope with the first name clearly marked.
The money was simply nowhere in sight.
Someone must have picked up the envelope and seen
the name on it, but to date has made no attempt to find
the owner. They must have known that no way was that
money legally theirs, until appropriate enquiries had been
made. A family has had to find this money to make up the
loss, whereas the finder enjoyed spending cash which
they would have known belonged not to them, but to the
name on the envelope.
Wonder how good that made them feel at the end of the
day?

the service, a quick phone call to the council on 01799
510510 will soon sort it out.
However this year there is some really good news. The
service will be extended to December 15th where there
will be a short break over the Christmas period. It will
resume in the week beginning January 19th. The cost will
remain the same, for this year at least, at £40.
This is very good value and certainly will be appreciated
by most households. Autumn was late and most of us
missed the service when it stopped in November, not to
resume until March. My bin was overflowing by early December and March seemed light years away.

What to do with unwanted Christmas
presents?

You have been gazing at them for nearly two months
now. You would actually love the chocolates, but the
January diet has not worked and Easter Eggs are already
rushing off the shelves. The papers have not helped with
their down on sugar, various winter parties have seen the
Most of us who attend Princess Alexandra Hospital are
stock added to and not diminished, and you have just had
used to having their appointments changed, sometimes at
one dental extraction and two fillings.
the last minute. We do our best to accommodate the new
time, but occasionally this is just not possible.
As for the toiletries, well there are only so many showers,
This happened to me and the appointment was deemed
baths and shampoos you can have on a daily basis, so
to be needed quickly. When I telephoned, I was actually
your stock is very high. Can’t even recycle them as you
offered one on the day I had declined! Do they ever actudid try each one of them over Christmas, but there is not
ally listen to the patient? I was even more dumbfounded
enough room in the bathroom cabinet but it seems
when I was told that my time on the day had been overchurlish to chuck them.
booked four times. What has happened to their computer? How many booking lists are there? No wonder we
As for the hats, scarves, gloves and jumpers knitted by
spend so much time waiting to see the Doctor. Do people
various Aunts and Grannies, well you have to try to
just fail to turn up? I thought if you did that without calling
remember to wear them just the once when you visit.
to explain you were out anyway. Is this the reason there is
They are easily disposed of, ask any lost property for
more than one patient for each slot? They must want us
Transport for London for a start, never mind the countless
to stay at home or their schedule is impossible.
cloakrooms and houses you have visited in the last two
The next appointment on offer was some three months
months.
later. I am on a waiting list and I still have not heard. The
date will be long beyond April 24th I fear now. Even if it
Then there is the dreaded recycling for next Christmas. I
was at 9am it could take the whole morning as the Docam certain that certain items have gone around the circuit
tors are almost inevitably late and as is very obvious, seri- for the last five years. There are dangers though. You
ously overloaded with work and patients.
must remember who gave you what, it will either make
This is simply not good enough. No wonder people are
the donor either roar with laughter or never speak to you
visiting casualty more often as their conditions give cause again if they get their gift back the following year! You
for alarm. The stress is then on A and E, but often the
decide which is the wisest choice for you.
knowledge there actually cannot properly advise the patient. The GP cannot cope when surgery is involved, that So it is charity shop, old folks home, enormous baths and
is if an appointment was available.
seemingly lavish raffle prizes. Meanwhile right here, the
Surely it is not beyond the wit of the Governing Body at
odd chocolate will not hurt, never did give up sweets for
Harlow to provide a proper outpatient’s service? In the
Lent, so too ancient to start now! I shall wear all the
long term it would save money, beds and of course, lives. sweaters and scarves as I walk the dog and plan the ones
I shall make for those on my gift list next Christmas. I
shall use all my bath essences well before the end of
Time to sign up for your green bin
November and no, you are not having my Kath Kidston
Many of us who have a green garden waste bin, or share mug.
one with a neighbour would not be without it now. Trips to As for the thank you letters, there are new lows. One
elderly lady told her son that she had specifically asked
the tip have been cut right down and the occasional free
for gloves not slippers and would he please come and
compost is both very good and very useful.
collect them. Another told the donor that the gift was too
The collection resumes again in mid March and those
trashy to keep. Outspoken anyway, now what shall I put
who have a direct debit arrangement to pay the £40 per
in mine?
annum fee do not need to do anything. It will all be done
for you automatically. For those who would like to have

Over booking at
Princess Alexandra Hospital.
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The Internet thieves are back at work
Many of us have been showered by Generation 2 Scams.
Realising that we are now quite good at spotting the old
scams, the hackers are sharpening up their act. One of
the latest tricks is to send an email, neatly presented with
your provider’s logo. It tells you that your account details
must be updated or they will terminate your contract
shortly. They then invite you to click on an email address
to do just this.
Whatever you do, do not respond. Your internet provider
will never ask for your details by an email in this way. I
checked when it happened to me, and they told me they
had never sent me any such email, nor would they ever
approach a customer in this way. If I had complied, the
hackers would have had details of my bank account they
are still trying, asking me why I did not respond and
offering me computer spring cleaning. Precisely what I am
afraid of.
So trash all emails you are not sure of and tell your
internet provider. The scary thing is that these crooks will
get smarter and I hate to think what is coming next.

Olympics Addiction.
By the time you read this I will be in withdrawal. The
Olympics will be over and I will have been glued to the
screen watching sports I never even dreamt about,
learning new terminology, such as half stove pipes, iron
cross( thought that was a medal) back splits, but these
seem to fly through the air, kickers and much more. All
set in breath taking scenery.

Citizens Advice Bureau
In Great Dunmow
The CAB is delighted to announce that funding and
volunteers have been secured to enable the opening of
the Great Dunmow office for a third day. It is now open
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.303.30. Referred cases are dealt with by a debt specialist
every Wednesday. The charity’s offices in Dunmow can
be found opposite the Saracen’s Head Pub on the road
going out to Bishop Stortford: The Chestnuts • Suite 8 • 4
Stortford Road • CM6 1DA.
The Dunmow office was opened in 1994 in response to
the rapid population growth in the area and the distance
from Saffron Walden, a 30-minute drive away down
narrow country roads with an infrequent bus service. As
Pebble Padfield, our Great Dunmow supervisor, puts it,
‘We are always fully booked on appointments – people
who can’t, or can’t easily, make it to any of our other
offices. Some urgent issues involving housing or court
dates; some complex multiple issues. A lot of people who
never thought they’d need to come to a Bureau, but one
thing goes wrong and everything goes down like a string
of dominoes …’
The CAB are here to help, Great Dunmow has a ramp
access, hearing loop and webcam translation sign
language facilities. If you need to see us call 01799
618840 and ask for an appointment.

Can you help?

Whatever you may have thought about the Russians, the
politics and the ethics of these games, the competitors
and their support of each other will remain a lasting
memory. The snow boarders cheered on everyone, and
seemed really concerned when a technical rival fell or
another performed brilliantly.

Uttlesford Community Travel, our local community
transport scheme, urgently needs more volunteers, due to
an increasing demand for their services.
In particular they require Volunteer Drivers and Admin
Support in their office.
For further details about these volunteering opportunities
please contact
Malcolm Barrell on 01371 875787 or
malcolm@uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org
Website http://uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org/index.php

We have a lot to learn from them. For now it is back to the
real world.

Sainsbury' s Vouchers.

It is that time of the year again, first Sainsbury's then
hopefully Tescos are both offering vouchers Which can
be used to purchase vital Sports Equipment and other
Wednesday March 26th 8pm in the Village Hall.
items for schools.
This is your opportunity to find out what is happening in
In recent years this project has proved to be really
Birchanger. To meet the Parish Council and to question
important for the school as stimulating and interesting
them about matters in the village. There will be an update items have been purchased totally on the voucher
on crime statistics as well as proposed highway improve- scheme alone.
ments.
Please say yes to vouchers at the till, whether or not you
have children at the school. We can use every voucher as
Brian Ross will be there to give us all an update on The
long as we have them by the relevant date, usually the
airport with an overview of what we might expect in the
end of May.
future.
If you cannot get to the school, please drop them in to
The evening will end with a cup of coffee, and a chance to 330 Birchanger Lane. They will certainly be put to a good
see the new hall extension and facilities.
use.

Annual Parish Meeting
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Live Entertainment - Great Food - Excellent Bar - Snooker - Darts - Pool – Football - Cricket - Bowls

GOULD FOR GOLD
£2,600 WIN AT CLUB TREASURE CHEST NIGHT

February kicked off with a real bang down the
club as the area’s hopefuls streamed in to try their
luck on the increasingly lucrative Treasure Chest
Game. The principle is easy; each time the game
is played, ticket sales from the night are added to
the pot and the prize increases. One person from
the night whose number is called gets to step up
and choose from up to 13 keys. If they open the
chest, they walk away with its contents, if not, a
consolation prize comes their way.
After a £1,600 win in 2013 everyone was keen to
be in on the action. As the winning number was
called a seemingly cool Fred Gould made his way
to the Treasure Chest to try his luck. Picking a
key at random from beautiful assistant Claire’s
sack, his hands were then seen to shake as he
approached the Treasure Chest. Will he or won’t
he went the raucous cries from back near the bar
where his ‘entourage’ awaited. Fred was palpably
shaken as the siren sounded confirming that he
would be walking away £2,600 richer that
evening, and jelly legs took him back to celebrate
with his adoring fans and now even friendlier
friends!
The Treasure Chest will be back with 13 keys on
21st February, open to all who are sound of mind
and strong of heart. So will you be the next
person to win big courtesy of Birchanger Sports
and Social Club – there’s only one way to find out.

CLUB BACK ON FACEBOOK
Sick of hearing about your aunt’s cat, seeing
pictures of babies sleeping, or that neighbour
who insists on posting every time they’re out
and you’re in? Well now’s the time to change
that – get on and like the all-new club facebook
site. The site will ensure that never again do you
miss an important night or event, you will be the
first to know should there be a special
promotion, and you’ll also be able to see if
you’ve been tagged in anyone’s photos.
Furthermore, you can ‘check-in’ at the club next
time you’re there to make those neighbours wild
with jealousy. You can find us simply by
searching for ‘Birchanger Sports and Social

CHARITY RACE NIGHT
FUN FOR A GOOD CAUSE
The Club regularly holds events that not only offer
great fun and entertainment, but tangibly give back to
the local community. The recent Race Night was one
of these, with the night raising £82 for worthwhile
charity Grove Cottage, as well as entertaining a
packed club. The next night will be held on 12th April
so come along one and all!
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ENTERTAINMENT
Premonition 15th Feb

PHASE 3 CLUB DEVELOPMENT LAUNCHED
New Year 2014 saw renewed energy behind plans to
secure the club’s future as the exciting phase 3 Club
redevelopment works were put out to tender. A
number of local builders have been approached with
tenders to be in by 28th February. Proposals will then
be reviewed in March with a view to present it to the
members at an EGM to be announced soon. If any
other local builders would like to tender, please
contact mleefire@btinternet.com for a copy of
specification and drawings.

(Lisa and Graham ‘Gee’ Martin) have gone from
strength to strength and are now one of the most
sought after duos in the UK due to their versatility
of being able to perform all genres and decades of
music. With their partnership making the sparks
fly, the club will be the place to be this Valentine’s
weekend, whether it’s for a romantic evening out,
or to find your 2015 Valentine!

Treasure Chest Draw 21st Feb

Come and try your luck for some big cash prizes

Brett Falconer 1st March

BIRCHANGER
THE HOME OF GUINNESS?
Guinness is one of those drinks steeped in legend
and intrinsically linked to the very best in Irish quality.
There is also the strong debate of where to find a
fresh Guinness or a well-kept Guinness. Well we can
let you into a little secret, the club is currently one of
a handful of places in the East of England
recognised for serving Guinness that the mother
company themselves are proud of. Thanks to the
efforts of Graham in the cellars you can always be
assured of a high quality pint of the black stuff as
well as the wide selection of beverages. So make
sure to come along on Saturday 15th March when
we’ll be celebrating St Patrick’s day in style, with Irish
entertainment, special food offers and of course the
best kept Guinness for miles around!

Dynamic young singer/songwriter Brett Falconer is
a current star of the South East. His gigs mainly
involve popular covers from across the ages, but
he also has some exciting personal material that
will spice up the evening.

Alongside entertainment and great Guinness we’ll
have some specials available: Steak and
Guinness casserole with dumpling, colcannon
mash and peas as well as either Bailey's
cheesecake or a Chocolate and Guinness cake:
Only £9.95 for 2 courses or £7.95 for single course
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News from Birchanger Wood Trust
Daphne Wallace-Jarvis has requested any photos of Birchanger
Wood you may take this year as they may be included in the
Stortford Flyer.
Are the Wood Anemones out yet?
How are the Bluebells progressing - I could see them beginning
to come through in early February , those in Birchanger Wood
are English Bluebells - all the flower-heads are on the same
side, not on all sides of the stem AND what about the golden
saxifrage which is flowering Feb to March?
Which trees are starting to shoot? What birds have you seen?
Did you see any Squirrel drays (nests)- these are just a matter
of twigs at the top branches of a tree and are best seen
BEFORE the trees start to grow their new leaves?
Enjoy our lovely ancient Wood - Daphne Wallace-Jarvis
dwjjwj_44@yahoo.co.uk

Suduko

SOME USEFUL NUMBERS

Here is a simple suduko puzzle.
The rules for solving the puzzle are :- each
horizontal row and vertical column must have the
digits 1 to 9 with no digits repeated.
The grid is also divided into 9, 3 x 3 boxes which
must also contain digits 1 to 9 again with no digits
repeated.
The solution is on the back page.

1

4

3
2

3
3
9
5
2
4

7
1

1
6

9

8
7

1

8

5

6
3

8
7

Acting Head Teacher Mr Geoffrey Slide

812362

Birchanger Open Gardens Committee
Enquiries to:

Miss Sheila Devereux

Birchanger Social Club

5
9

Birchanger Church of England Primary School

813843
812810

Birchanger Village Magazine
Editor

Mr. Eddie Gilbey

816171

Church in Birchanger
The Benefice office

815243.

Pam Lee

01279 815938

2
6

6

Church Hall

8
2

1

7

Trudy Revell

01279 812309

County Councillor
Mr Ray Gooding

01279813103

Weekly events At the Club:
District Councillor
Weekly
Saturdays
Saturdays
Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Event
Meat Draw
Bingo Lottery
Quiz night
Steak night
Bingo night
Tote Draw

When
1.00pm
Ask bar staff
9.00pm
Evenings
08.30pm
Evenings

Plus Weekly Bonus Ball, Bottle Draws, Cash Raffles &
Prize Raffles throughout the year.

Mrs. Elizabeth Godwin

812793

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Mr Alex Stewart

07844446467575

Parish Council
Chairman

Mrs. Angie Drisscoll

Clerk to the Council Mrs. Julia Peachey

Birchanger Village Magazine 7

817376
503912

School News
Teachers Feel the Strain.
The Winter months are the hardest for many people.
Getting into work has been difficult, you are either
drowned, blown away or propelled along roads which are
more akin to skating rinks. Everyone around you has
either got horrible flu like colds or diabolical stomachs and
absenteeism can be so high that your own work load
responds and reaches impossible amounts as you
struggle to do the work of three people. Added to that you
were attempting a dry January as well!
Jobs vary and some are more stressful than others. One
of the worst professions is the teaching one. Everyone is
after you, Mr Gove, Ofsted, the County council,
colleagues and parents. Those who think teaching is an
easy option need to take a closer look. Visit a teacher in
August. They are not lounging around on a beach. They
are writing lesson plans for the next year, marking and
doing assessments. In between they try to get to know
their families. Then the term starts again and it is back to
an 8am start for breakfast club and a 6pm finish as the
children from the after school clubs finally go home.
I can declare an interest with two daughters and a
granddaughter who are teachers. One branched out as a
psychologist, another has abandoned teaching in England
to teach in China, while the third marks off the days to
early retirement.
Perhaps it would be better if teachers were simply just
allowed to teach and to be able to relax more in the
classroom. Learning should be a happy experience but if
a teacher is always having to watch their backs in order to
tick the right box, please the parents, satisfy Ofsted, hit
the targets, follow the plan, is that really helping the
children to enjoy their learning?

idea as it happens now. They know it will be “out” in a
couple of years’ time so why waste your time?
Maybe we should simply let teachers alone to get on with
the job of actually teaching. Chuck out the targets, the
reams of regulations and simply just teach? Surely it
cannot be worse than what is happening all over the
country right now?

School Updates.
Search for a new Head teacher is underway.
With the sad news at the start of the term that
Headteacher, Mrs Warbrick would not be returning to the
school, work immediately started on the process of finding
a new Head teacher.
There is a set process for this which governors must go
through, but it is hoped to involve as many people as
possible in the search for the new head. At a Parent’s
Forum all parents present filled in post it notes listing the
qualities they would most like to see in a head teacher,
and the children have been asked the same question.
The staff will also have their say. All this will help to
determine the wording of the initial advertisement as well
as both job and person specification.
The process will take some two months before the
interviews can be held, but it is expected that as many
people as possible will have a chance to meet the short
listed candidates and tell the interviewing panel what they
think.
If all goes well, the new head could be in place by
September, the governors will not hesitate to go back and
advertise again, if a suitable candidate is not found in the
first round, which is what happened last time. Meanwhile
Mr Slide will continue to fill the role of Head Teacher until
the end of the summer term.

Our schools are not doing as well as they should in the
wider world. Is this because we keep changing things? As
Early Warning.
soon as the information on yet another new and definitely
The
School
fun
run
will be back again this year. May 11th
better strategy is sent down from on high and assimilated
is
the
date,
start
training
now. More details next month.
at grass roots levels, it is changed again. No wonder so
many people do not bother to learn each “new fangled”

Afternoon Tea Anyone?
With the new room up and ready to go at the Village Hall there are a lot of new possibilities for Birchanger now.
The latest one is a weekly afternoon tea date which will be run by Pam Lee with help from many friends.
Accordingly everyone is invited to
Afternoon Tea in the New Room at the Church Hall between 2 and 4 pm on Wednesday March 5th.
There will be tea and coffee available and delicious home made cakes to try. The company will be good and for those
new to Birchanger,this is another chance to meet people and to make friends.

March 5th Church Hall between 2 and 4 pm
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Where the dogs of Birchanger
can have their say
A Letter From Chester,
Dear Mr and Mrs Dawson,
I expect you know me. I am the big curly dog who loves just everyone and who is often taken out for a walk early
in the morning.
Unfortunately I am rather too partial to the odd pint of milk as well and the temptation to actually drink one of your
delicious pints of milk freshly left by the milkman last month, was just too much for me I am afraid. All this walking
makes me very thirsty and I did not realise until my owner Alex pointed it out, that you had not left them on the
doorstep just for me. Actually I was just trying to take the other pint when Alex caught me. Somehow I don’t think
he was very pleased as he had to go and buy you some more and I did not have any pocket money.
Anyway Alex said I had to say I was sorry , so I am writing you this letter, but I really did like your milk, so much
better than the milk I manage to pinch at home. It will be very hard not to do it again, if I am ever given the chance.
Yours apologetically,
Chester.
I’m afraid I couldn’t write too much last month as I had a ’ Lampshade’ on my head! Yes they took me to the
dreaded “Dog doctor” again! Of course it was all for my own good (it’s always for my own good!). So I was made to
wear that contraption but, apparently, I won’t be troubled by the male dogs any more. What! they think I’d be
attractive to a dog with that on my head, some chance!
So here we are another New year in Birchanger and what a start to the year, all the walks are soaking with the
amount of rain we’ve had. Millie’s “dad” calls it “the Battle of the Somme” walking through the muddy fields, and
he’s not far wrong. Some dogs love it, but I am one of those that can’t stand wet and mud, so, ‘He’ puts me in the
car and takes me to places where there are paths and flat areas without puddles. I still manage to get wet though,
and have to endure the “towel drying” before I’m allowed back in the house! You can’t win can you?
On a more serious note if you see me out, and I’m off the lead, don’t be alarmed. Lots of people shy away from
me, I must look very fierce and yet all I ever want to do is play!! ‘He’ says it’s because I’m a Staffordshire bull
terrier and some people have the wrong idea about us, because of some badly behaved dogs they’ve heard
about. Well I’m not like that, and I just want to make friends with every canine I meet. Some are not so friendly
though, we meet some very grumpy dogs and I try to stay away from that sort! So if I see you out, feel free to have
a sniff or a lick and lets see if we can all get along nicely together.
Lastly it was good to see that we dogs are getting our voice heard at last! Keep it going and our contributions
might show the humans up for what they really are, barking!
Pixie

Church Hall Hire

Tea Room
At the Church Hall

For rates, availability terms and conditions
and a description of the available facilities

Every Wednesday

Please contact

From March 5th
2.00 till 4.00

Mrs Trudy Revell
01279 812309

Everyone welcome
In aid of Church funds
Birchanger Village Magazine 9

February/March

Traditional time served carpenter and Joiner

February

All Carpentry and Joinery
Traditional box and casement sash windows
Door Fitting Service
Kitchen cabinet fitting service
Fitted wardrobes and cabinets

23rd

01279 815913
More than just
your village Pub!

11 Rainsford Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8DU
01279 814058 Mob 07962 963987
pauldavall@btinternet.com

D Bonney &Sons
Motor Engineers

Village Diary

THE THREE WILLOWS

Paul Davall
Carpentry & Joinery

ALL BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

MOT
TESTING

FENCING, PAVING, DECKING, DRIVEWAYS, DRAINAGE,
BRICKWORK, EXTENSIONS AND CONSERVATORIES

MOT TESTING, SERVICING
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

March
2nd
11.00 am St Mary’s
Matins
9th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

16th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Family Service

23rd

11.00 am St Mary’s
Holy Communion

30th

11.00 am St Mary’s
Matins

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946

For a local service call Sean on
07508165316 or 01279 813818

State Registered Chiropodist

SUDS

Home Visiting Practice

LAUNDERETTE
DO
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!

Mrs. Julie Golden S.R.Ch.
Est 1994
01279 873492
Dunmow Road
Takeley CM22 6SH
A professional service at a competitive rate

Painter and Decorator

Roe Smith
9 Churchfields,Stansted
Essex CM24, 8RJ

Tel 01279 816459
Mob: 07798 936627

*

Open 7 days a week

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

Tel 866183

Friendly, Professional & Reliable
Sustainable Garden Services Provider
Gardening, Landscapes & Tree Works

T. 01799 550032 M. 07866 752713
One off Garden Tidies
Hard & Soft Landscaping
Hedge Cutting & Trimming
Advice & Planning
Planting and Plant Sourcing
Log Splitter & Operator Hire
Chipper & Operator Hire

Regular Garden Maintenance
Tree Pruning, Felling
& Reductions
Fencing & Timber Structures
Traditional Countryside Crafts
Leaf & Snow Clearance
Soil, Log & Aggregate Delivery

Free No Obligation Quotes

www.gwbhorticulture.co.uk
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Published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in Birchanger. The views expressed herein do
not automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented. Editorial team: Eddie Gilbey (816171),
eddieb.gilbey@btinternet.com Elizabeth Godwin, Ken Wheatley. Submissions are welcome but may be edited depending
on available space.
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