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A Home for Christmas
We have all seen pictures of the camps at Calais. We
have seen refugees living rough around the area, trying
to jump onto lorries and climbing onto roofs of trains
but we have known very little about them as people. We
may have thought that the destruction of the migrant
camps was wrong but for the people I met in France
recently it has become their chance for a new way of
life and resettlement in a community.
The residents at the camps have been dispersed
throughout France. I have been privileged to have spent
a few days living next to one of the places where they
have been sent, in a small village in Northern France,
no bigger than Birchanger. The people in question are
all men from Dohar in Western Sudan. Their ages are
from about 18 upwards. They are fit, healthy and very
happy to be living in the village. They have lost their
homes and in many cases their families and have no idea
where they might be.

Most of the refugees are manual workers of some kind and
they are looking for this kind of work first and are keen to
learn. They want to work but do not want to take work away
from local people.
During their time in this community these men will be
educated about France, the way of life, the laws and the
language, so that they can be fully resettled into France.
Their happiness was infectious. Local people were happy
to talk to them, to include them in all the village events, and
to offer clothing and support wherever they could. The
refugees were keen to tell their stories and to learn
everything they could about their new country. It is a
promising message for this time of year, so let us hope that
in the next few months they will all become established in
France with their own work, home and supportive
community. I felt ashamed of recent attitudes to refugees
and trust that there will be more understanding in the future
on all sides. At least they will have a home for Christmas
whether they celebrate Christmas or not.
Elizabeth Godwin

Peter Dawson
Dies aged 80

A new life?
They are accommodated in what was, until this summer,
an old people's home, whose residents have all been
moved to new accommodation. For the refugees there
are bedrooms, bathrooms, and food is provided when
they cannot afford to buy it themselves, a world away
from the conditions in Calais. Local people have given
them warm clothing sheets and blankets, while the
children have collected toiletries to give them. The
refugees radiate happiness at actually living in the
village. They want to take part in all the village events,
and they are all welcomed. They seem to speak English
much better than French, but as part of their resettlement
program, they are expected to learn or improve their
French.

It is with great sadness
we have to announce the
passing away of Mr
Peter Dawson, who died
suddenly at home on the
5th November 2016 aged
80. Peter was born and
bred in Birchanger. On
leaving school he went
straight into farming but
shortly after had a two
year break for national
service. On his return he went back into farming, working
the land in and around the village until his retirement. Peter
was very much part of village life and loved his bowls in
which he became the president after he could no longer
continue playing. Peter will be sadly missed by his wife
Margaret, daughters Rosalind and Gill and son Richard. He
was a much loved Father-in-Law, Granddad and GreatGranddad also. He will be greatly missed by his family, his
friends and the village.
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A letter
from the Editor
Dear Readers,
Christmas is almost upon us and hopefully you have already put up the lights, ordered the turkey and purchased the
family’s Christmas cards and presents ready for the festivities. Or, perhaps like me you struggle to get started with the
preparations and leave everything to the last minute! The Christmas advertising and shop paraphernalia which tends
to start at the beginning of October drives me to despair and only serves to remind me of all the things I have to do in
order to produce another successful Christmas for the family. I am depressed by the 1st December! Luckily for me,
every year and without fail, Mrs Editor comes to the rescue and with military precision takes charge of the proceedings
and without fuss or complaint everything just falls into place. She simply directs me to do those few manly things such
as putting up the outside lights, erecting the tree and collecting the turkey and drinks and everything else magically
comes together without any major effort from me. Now I know why I married her!! So, to all you wives out there
arranging Christmas as usual, you have my praise and respect and I raise my glass to you - Cheers!
Congratulations to Elizabeth Godwin who has just been appointed Vice President of the Birchanger Sports and Social
Club in recognition of the grants she helped secure for the club and other amenities in Birchanger. Well done Elizabeth.
Apologies to residents in Harrisons who didn’t receive last month’s magazine, unfortunately some copies were lost!
It may not be necessary to remind you but don’t forget to help those less fortunate around you, especially those senior
citizens that are alone and who are perhaps in need of a bit of Christmas cheer and comfort, a kind word is even
sometimes enough. On that note, and on behalf of the Birchanger Magazine Editorial Team, I would like to wish all
our readers a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.
Kind Regards

Peter Sampson

Letters to the editor
Thoughtless Parking
Dear Editor, I have a concern with regard to Birchanger residents parking their vehicles on our only pedestrian footpath
at the south end of the village in Birchanger lane. One vehicle in particular is a “Connect scaffolding” van and there
are two other cars that park on the footpath. We continually have to walk the children's buggies and pets out into the
roadway because selfish or unthinking residents park on the pathway. I know it is sometimes difficult to park on the
narrow roads in the village but parking on the pavements should not be at the inconvenience and safety of pedestrians.
Disgruntled grandparent, Birchanger (Name and address supplied) See parking and law - page 8
Fright Night!
Dear Editor, Firstly let me say that I am most definitely not a killjoy and have no objection to people celebrating bonfire
night and New Years Eve with a display of fireworks. However, I do object most strongly to the constant barrage of
fireworks several days before and after the event that we are subjected to every year. Clearly I have a reason for my
objection in the shape of one very fearful border terrier who is so distressed, trembling and panting from the time he
hears the first bang until several hours afterwards. I know I am not the only dog or animal owner who has this problem,
so residents please have a thought for the animals and keep fireworks to the specified days.!
Cheryl Sampson, Birchanger

magazine@birchanger.com

01279 813193
Birchanger Village Magazine 2

2 Harrisons, Birchanger

VILLAGE NEWS
Treat Yourself to a Christmas Afternoon Tea.
Everyone is very busy in the run up to Christmas and most
of us would benefit from a few moments of relaxation
when we could sit back, talk to others and enjoy a little
bit of the pampering feeling, which a cup of tea and a
home-made cake brought to you by someone else can
provide. This is what happens in the Village church hall
every Wednesday between 2.00pm and 4.00pm. There are
other goodies on offer and children on their way home
often pop in to buy some as well.

Making the Misery of Power Cuts Easier for Some!
We have all experienced the difficulties of power cuts. They
are never convenient, last far too long, muck up all our
systems and clocks and can cause serious risk to the elderly
or chronically sick. If you are elderly or have someone in your
household who is chronically sick and who needs a warm
home, or has a new baby, you can contact UK Power
Networks, the agency which is responsible for all the power
networks in this country. It may not make the time you are
without power any shorter, but they will give you a special
phone number to ring to use to report a fault in your electricity
Carols in the Church
supply and will try to prioritise resumption of normal supplies
This is now very much a part of the Birchanger tradition. to you as quickly as possible. To obtain a registration form,
It happens on the last Friday before Christmas which this call 08456014516 or go on line at:
year will be December 23rd at 7.00pm. The church looks www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/priority. It could help you!
lovely and there are refreshments available at the end of
the service. Favourite carols are guaranteed, in between Planning a Wedding?
readings of the Christmas story. The evening marks the Not everyone wants to get married in a Church these days,
start to Christmas, come, relax and be part of it all.
but many find that using other venues for the actual ceremony
can be prohibitively expensive. The answer could lie with the
Keeping on Top of Things
newly rebranded rooms available from Uttlesford District
Most of us spend a great deal of money at this time of Council. Uttlesford has three such rooms available. The
year. We have to buy presents, extra and special food for largest, known as The Gibson Room, has a domed ceiling and
all those visitors, never mind drink, and we also have to can seat up to 100 guests comfortably. The middle sized room,
shell out more cash for various seasonal festivities. That known as the Cutlers Room can seat 47 guests. It is light and
can leave us all a bit strapped for cash. We may find that airy and can have different configurations as required. If you
with all these other payments there have been insufficient want a really small wedding, there is the Flitch Room which
funds to pay the rent or mortgage.
will accommodate up to 14 guests. If you are considering a
wedding, they might be worth a look.
The mortgage is sometimes easier to negotiate than the
rent. However, Uttlesford has a Tenancy Sustainment Santa’s Post Box
Officer who can help council tenants get through such Rumour has it that Santa will be putting his
difficult times. It is far better to talk to him before you Christmas post box in Birchanger this year
find yourself facing his not so friendly sidekick, the Rent so that all of the children can get their ChristArrears Recovery Officer. Prompt action saves a lot of mas lists to him. Keep your eyes open as it
aggravation; this applies to your mortgage company and will be in place very soon, somewhere near
private landlords as well.
226 Birchanger Lane we are told!

Come along and join us on the last Wednesday of every month in
the meeting room at the village church hall
Forthcoming Meetings:
Wednesday 25th January 7.30 for 8.00
Annual General Meeting
A warm welcome to all newcomers
Telephone for details Michelle-814481
Barbara-813007 Rosemary-814678
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Armistice Day in Normandy

The BAGS go crackers!

In France Armistice Day is remembered in every town and

The BAGS returned to the newly reopened and improved
meeting room of the village hall for their October
meeting. They were lucky to have a visit from the talented
Viv who demonstrated her crafting skills and showed an
amazing array of tools she uses for cutting, punching and
shaping paper and card in order to make some very special
Christmas crackers.
She demonstrated what to do and then left the BAGS to
get on with it. “There was quite a lot to remember” said
Rosemary Wheatley “and once we got the hang of the

village across the country, but none can match the Remembrance Day in Normandy where hundreds of thousands of
young soldiers from the United Kingdom and and many parts of
the globe lie buried in military cemeteries all over Northern
France. Remembrance Day in France is always on November
11th. The day is a bank holiday across France. Schools are
closed and everyone has a day off to remember two terrible
world wars. All the children come and take part in Croisilles. As
in Birchanger on Remembrance Sunday, the village gathers
around the War Memorial. The first thing you notice, that
although Croisilles and Birchanger are similar in size, most of
the inhabitants are there in Croisilles along with the equivalent
of an MP, the local council and a brass band, but there were no
representatives from the Church. The British Contingent were
warmly welcomed.
The band plays, there is the silence, then commemoration, and
speeches from local dignitaries. Most of the assembly then
departs to visit the municipal cemetery where many French
soldiers were buried. This cemetery was bright with flowers as
all the dead are remembered with pots of chrysanthemums on
all Souls Day, which are placed at every grave. Official Remembrance Day wreaths were placed at the memorial and these
contained not only the bright red of the poppies, but also the
royal blue cornflower which is the symbol for Remembrance
Day in France.
Next the dignitaries and villagers visited the biggest War Grave
Cemetery in Croisilles, where so many soldiers are buried.
More wreaths were laid, and some visitors placed poppies on
graves even though they had no connection to them. Then it was
back to the Village Hall for champagne where more poppy
memorabilia from the UK was given out to the children and
Sudanese Refugees who had just arrived in the village. They do
not actually sell cornflowers in France as we sell poppies in the
British isles.
It was a very friendly occasion, where all the newcomers and
visitors were welcomed and included in the events. There are
many similarities with Birchanger, but we do not have a Bank
Holiday, or a civic reception for anyone. Some of us may go
back to the club, but that’s it. There are more villagers names on
our war memorial, but we do not have 5 cemeteries where
thousands of British soldiers are buried. In Croisilles the welcome for the visitors was warm and friendly and it felt right to
be there.
Elizabeth Godwin

double-sided tape and managed to peel off the backing
we should have been fine. If only we could remember
which side to stick it on! Luckily Viv was on hand to help
us and in the end, everyone produced a cracking cracker!
With plenty of tea, coffee and wine flowing and even
some delicious cakes, we had another great BAGS
evening with a very good turnout and two new members
joining us as well”.
BAGS (Birchanger All Girls Society) is a friendly group
for all ladies of Birchanger meeting the last Wednesday
of the month in the meeting room of the village hall at
8.00 pm. We have a wide range of activities from crafts
to speakers, wine and cheese evenings, quizzes, rambles
etc. and we are always open to new ideas. New members
young and old are very welcome so do come along and
be part of the fun.
There will be no meeting in December as it’s too close to
Christmas but we will meet again for our AGM on
Wednesday 25th January 2017.
Rosemary Wheatley

New Village Church Hall Manager
Wanted
An exciting opportunity has opened in the village for
the position of Hall manager. We are looking for a
new Manager to take over from 1 January 2017. Good
administration and IT skills would be an advantage.
Interested applicants should contact Elaine Wright for
more information in relation to the role, and the
honorarium payable, on 01279 813474
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Church hall:
12.45 Line
dancing for
beginners
13.45 Line
dancing for
advanced

5
Church hall:
19.30 Ballroom
and Latin for
adults

12

Church hall:
19.30 Ballroom
and Latin for
adults

19
Church hall:
19.30 Ballroom
and Latin for
adults

26
Church hall:
Boxing Day

BSSC
Melanie +
whiskey raffle

6

7

Church hall:
9.30 am Ballet for
adults
11.15 am Zumba
Gold
15.45 Ballet for
Juniors

Garden Bin
Church hall:
09.30 am Tai Chi Church hall:
14.00 Tea Room
12.45 Line
dancing for
BSSC Life
beginners
members
13.45 Line
Christmas lunch
dancing for
13.00
advanced

8

13

14

Church hall:
Church hall:
9.30 am Ballet for 09.30 am Tai Chi
14.00 Tea Room
adults
11.15 am Zumba
Gold
15.45 Ballet for
Juniors

20

21

15

Church hall:
12.45 Line
dancing for
beginners
13.45 Line
dancing for
advanced

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

Re-Cycle Bin
BSSC
18.30 Big
Christmas Light
Up + Birchanger
Voices & soloist
John David

BSSC
The Redhead
Band

St Mary's
Church Matins

Church hall:
19.30 BAGS
Christmas Party

9

10

11

Non Re-Cycle Bin
BSSC
Winnie
Bottle draw

BSSC
Members Night +
Wesley Presley &
Free Raffle

St Mary's
Church Holy
communion

16

17

18

Re-Cycle Bin
BSSC
Scorpio Rising
Treasure Chest

BSSC
Children's
Christmas Party
14.00-16.00.

22

23

24

No collection
Church hall:
12.45 Line
dancing for
beginners
13.45 Line
dancing for
advanced

Non Re-Cycle Bin
St Mary's
Church Carol
service 19.00
BSSC
Lee Rivers
Wheel of Fortune

BSSC
Garry Gibson

27

29

30

31

Church hall:
Church hall:
9.30 am Ballet for 09.30 am Tai Chi
14.00 Tea Room
adults
11.15 am Zumba
Gold
15.45 Ballet for
Juniors

Church hall:
12.45 Line
dancing for
beginners
13.45 Line
dancing for
advanced

St Mary's
Church
Christingle
Service

Evening raffle
and The 2FBS

Church hall:
Church hall:
9.30 am Ballet for 09.30 am Tai Chi
adults
14.00 Tea Room
11.15 am Zumba
Gold
15.45 Ballet for
Juniors

28

Sun

Re-cycle Bin
BSSC
Poker Night
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BSSC
Disco DJ Martin
Big ben at
midnight and
“125”
celebration
fireworks

25
St Mary's
Church Family
Communion

Christmas Day

1st Jan
St Mary's
Church Matins

Live Entertainment - Great Food - Excellent Bar - Snooker - Darts - Pool - Football - Cricket - Bowls
2nd December
Treasure
chest. Come
and join this
popular
game, you might just win a
small fortune. Also on the 16th
December.

2nd December
John David
Soloist/Bassist
playing hits from
the 60's, 70's,
and 80's to get
you dancing
from 8.30 pm

Christmas is almost upon us and the club has been
busy preparing a fun packed entertaining December
for its members. There is something for everybody
this year, starting with the great Christmas light up
on the 2nd, the life members lunch on the 7th, the
children's Christmas party on the 17th. And to finish
off, the new years disco with fireworks on the 31st
December. In between there is a whole host of
entertainment to make your Christmas enjoyable
including some new bands, duos and solo artists.

Christmas Light up
Friday Dec 2nd.
Come and join us when
we switch on the club
Lights. We light up at
6.30 pm followed by The
Birchanger Voices singing popular seasonal songs.
mulled wine and mince pies are available and John
David Soloist/Bassist will be playing hits from the
60's, 70's, and 80's to get you dancing from 8.30 pm

Children’s Christmas Party Dec. 17th
Starts Saturday at 2.00
pm until 4.00 pm. with
Punch and Judy.
In the evening, we will
hold the Grand
Christmas Raffle and
our old favourite
entertainers, the 2FBS will be playing live on stage.
All in all it should be a fabulous day!

December
Scorpio Rising
Exciting
Instrumental and
vocal duo
playing all the
hits.

Don't forget to join us for our
New Years Eve Disco
including Big Ben at midnight
followed by the “125”
Celebration' finale Fireworks.

If you want to join the life members lunch you need
to sign up at the club as soon as possible as there are
only a few spaces left.
On Saturday 10th December we are holding the
members night raffle. Don't forget to bring your
membership card to get your free Raffle Ticket.
Wesley Presley is live on stage to get those hips
moving. And don't forget to join us for our New
Years Eve disco including Big Ben at midnight
followed by the '125 Celebration' finale Fireworks.

Friday 16th

New Years Eve

Friday 23rd Wheel
of Fortune. Take a
chance, come and
Spin the wheel.

Club Calendar at a Glance
Fri. December

2ndChristmas

light up 6.30 pm with the Birchanger
Voices and refreshments followed by soloist/bassist
John David

Sat. December 3rd
Wed. December 7th
Fri. December 9th
Sat. December 10th
Fri. December 16th
Sat. December 17th
Fri. December 23rd
Sat. December 24th
Sun. December 26th
Fri. December 30th
Sat. December 31st

Red Head Band
Life members Christmas lunch 1.00 pm with
entertainment
Winnie - popular soloist singer - Bottle draw
Members night including free raffle and Wesley
Presley on Stage
Scorpio Rising
Children’s Christmas Party 2.00 – 4.00 pm, followed
in the evening with the Christmas raffle and the 2FBS
Lee Rivers
Gary Gibson
Boxing Day whisky raffle with the popular Melanie
Poker Night
New Year’s Eve Disco with DJ Martin, Big Ben at
midnight followed by 125 celebration fireworks

Weekly Events
Day
Saturdays
Saturdays
Mondays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Event
Meat Draw
Bingo Lottery
Quiz Night
Steak Night
Bingo Night
Bottle Draw

When
1.00 pm
Ask bar staff
9.00 pm
Evening
08.30 pm
Evening

Birchanger Sports & Social Club,
229 Birchanger Lane, Birchanger, CM23 5QJ
Tel: 01279 813441
Email: club@birchanger.com
www.birchangerclub.com
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Birchanger
Primary
School
Multicultural week for students
Each term we hold a cross curricular theme week where children across the school all work on the same topic. We
started this half term with a whole school multicultural week. Each
class chose a different country and based all their learning around
that country. This year classes looked at Egypt, Greece, South
Africa, Spain and the USA.
In geography children developed their map skills and found out
about the mountains, rivers, coastline, cities and landmarks in each
country. In literacy children wrote information texts and explored
traditional stories, myths and legends from different cultures. One
morning we held a whole school story session - in mixed age house
groups children listened to stories from around the world.
A highlight of the week was Dance Day when a professional dancer
spent a day in school. Darren worked with each class, teaching
them a dance based on the country they were studying. The children
performed their dances to the rest of the school in a showcase at the
end of the day with traditional Greek dancing, an African hunters story
in 'lion king' style, flamenco and American line dancing. It was great to
see such enthusiastic performances from all the children.
Our children love to cook and try different foods. Throughout the week
our lunchtime menus
followed our
multicultural theme
with dishes such as
Moroccan chicken
and Paella. We also
set up a 'world cafe'.
Children, prepared
food from the
country they were studying, including different fruits and
vegetables, savoury dishes and sweet treats. A big thank you to
the parents who helped with this. Stalls were set up in the hall
decorated with flags and bunting and all the children tried
tasters of food from around the world. It was lovely to see some
children trying new things and talking about their favourites.

The week was very
successful with a real buzz
around the school as
children tried different
things, shared in joint
activities and learned a little
more about countries,
communities and people
around the world.
Helen Coop (Headteacher)
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Parking and the Law

St Mary's

Drivers face £70 fine for parking on pavement

Church

(Extract from “The
Telegraph”18th April 2016)

Drivers could be banned
from
parking
on
pavements under new
Government plans to
encourage people to walk
and cycle. The ban has
already been in place in
London for the past 40
years, but ministers are
now considering rolling
it out across the country
with potential fines of up
to £70 for those who fall
foul of the measures.
Under existing measures,
motorists are barred from
pavement parking unless
expressly permitted by a
local authority in the
capital. A spokesman
from The Alliance of British Drivers states: “You can’t have
people blocking the pavement, but there are lots of places
where the roads are just not wide enough for the traffic to
flow backwards and forwards if they park on the road.”
A pavement parking ban has been in force in London since
1974 but outside the capital, mounting the kerb is generally
allowed apart from where vehicles are causing an
obstruction, or on roads with other restrictions such as
double-yellow lines. Local authorities can use existing
Traffic Regulation Orders to ban pavement parking on
certain roads.
The Department for Transport is considering overhauling
the rules to bring the rest of the country in line with the
capital. The Government has begun a study into the
problem, working with the organisation Guide Dogs for the
Blind.
Disability groups have previously warned that pavement
parking can be potentially hazardous, for example if a blind
person is made to walk into the road to avoid parked cars.
A Department for Transport spokesman said: “We are
currently considering the rules around pavement parking,
including whether more can be done to make it easier for
councils to tackle problem areas in a consistent way.”
Footnote! It is currently an offence to obstruct a footpath
whereby a pram, buggy or wheelchair cannot get through.
To report an obstruction, contact the police on the nonemergency number.

News
Church Repairs
Those of you that attended the Remembrance Service
may have noticed that the large window in the south wall
was boarded up. Fortunately, this was not because if any
serious damage or vandalism. Parts of the window have
been removed for repair and cleaning. The window will
be returned in the New Year when the stained glass
window behind the altar will be cleaned. There is always
something that needs attention and over the next few
weeks the pyro cable under the pews will be replaced.
The heating system should then be back working as
usual. Finally, a few weeks ago the Watney Memorial
fell from the wall where it had hung for 100 years. It
appears that there may have been a fault in the marble
back plate and over time, a stress fracture gave way.
Fortunately, no one was in Church St the time. We are
working with insurers to effect repair.

Church services:
4th December
11th December
18th December
23rd December
25th December
1st January
Wednesdays

Matins
Holy communion
Christingle service
Evening carol service at 7.00 pm
Family communion
Matins
Tea room 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm
Village church hall meeting room

Village Church Hall Retirements
It was announced this week that hall manager Trudy
Revell has stepped down from the position of hall
manager. She has worked really hard maintaining the Hall
and trying to raise its profile. We thank her for all of her
hard work particularly during the time when building
works we're ongoing.
Pam Lee, who project managed the hall refurbishment
from start to finish, has also given her notice to retire. The
colossal amount of work involved in getting the hall back
to a pristine state has taken its toll health wise for both
Pam and Trudy and we wish them both well. Their
successors, whoever they may be will inherit a very
pleasant workplace, which is available for hire for
recreational, educational, and all manner of social
occasions.
In the meantime, and until a new hall manager is
appointed, Pam Lee will continue to look after bookings
and enquiries. You can contact her on 07702171744 or
email; pam.mark2@btinternet.co.uk.
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Do you know who this is?
This is a profile of a resident of Birchanger obtained through a series of probing questions:
Where were you born?
Leytonstone in East London and I lived much of my early life above the Police Station.
Who are the upper branches of your family tree?
Dad was a policeman and Mum, when young, although a housewife, would occasionally don Black leather and ride
off on her motorbike!
Who are the lower branches of your family tree?
I have two Daughters and a Son together with 6 Grandchildren.
Where & when did you meet your significant other?
At The Printer's Devil in Fleet Street, over coffee in the Swinging Sixties.
Can you name one person throughout History you would most like to meet?
The artist Salvador Dali. It would be fascinating to hear how he used his amazing talent to produce such a wide
range of wonderful, meaningful, yet thought provoking paintings.
Your favourite Book, Film or Game ( so that we all might enjoy it!)?
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt. It's thoroughly absorbing. Read it if you can!
If you had not done the job you do (or did!), what would be your fantasy profession?
It has been a long-held fantasy of mine that I am the best “Song and Dance Lady” that the people of the UK never
got to see!!
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. Where in the world would you like to have them?
I would breakfast in the village of Beaulieu in the New Forest, followed by Lunch at Dedham Hall and in the
evening I would dine with my family at Le Touquet in Northern France.
How do you think people see you, or how would you like to be seen?
I think people might see me as quite quiet, shy and slightly reserved, but actually, lurking inside is a person full of
fun, passion, energy and enthusiasm for life.
How long have you lived here and can you see yourself ever leaving Birchanger?
I have enjoyed all of my 17 years here, and, hopefully, I will be here for many years to come.
Did you guess right? If not the answer can be found on the back page

Christingle Service Sunday 18th December at 11.00 am
The Christingle has been used in Advent, Christmas and Epiphany services for many
years but became better known in 1960's when it was adopted by the Children’s Society.
The word Christingle means “Christ Light” and has its origins in the 1700's as a way
to explain Christ’s role and relationship with the world. In Birchanger, the primary
school pupils make Christingle's for their own school service every year, and in St
Mary’s Birchanger a Christingle Service is also held each year at the end of Advent at
which Christingle's are also given out. Why not come and bring your children to this
lovely service and join us in a perfect start to the school Christmas holidays and
festivities.

Birchanger Village Magazine 9

Birchanger Sports &
Social Club AGM
Many of you must have noticed that this was a
momentous year for the club as we celebrated our 125th
Birthday. The year started when Graham and Kim
(steward & stewardess) informed us that they were
retiring to France in the December. This was a major
challenge to the committee with the busy period of
Christmas and New Year fast approaching. Following
an extensive selection process a new club steward and
deputy steward were appointed. Del, the new steward,
quickly settled into his new job and provided us with a
beautiful Christmas menu which proved to be hugely
successful. Del and his team have gone on to provide us
with excellent food and drinks throughout the year
resulting in improved sales.
Throughout the year we ran special events for our 125th
Birthday, these proved to be hugely successful and they
will become annual events, look out for the car treasure
hunt and beer festival to name but two. We pride
ourselves on being part of the community and supporting
it where possible and this year we donated over £1000
to charity from our well supported entertainments.
From a business view point it’s been a very difficult year,
we managed to absorb unexpected costs and
unforeseeable income losses. With the exceptional work
of Del, his staff, the bar & finance sub committee and
the entertainments team we ended the year with a small
loss.
We set ourselves a major task of updating the Club Rule
Book consulting with the members and Uttlesford
Council Licensing Authority throughout the procedure
resulting in the approval of the new Rule Book in June.
We have shown a steady increase in membership
confirming we must be doing something right.
The three officers, Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer
were re-elected unopposed. We do struggle to get
members interested in joining the committee and we
ended with 10 committee members, two short of our full
complement so if you are interested and have been a
member at least one year make yourself known and we
can get you co-opted onto the committee for a one year
period.
It gave me great pleasure to notify the members of the
committee’s decision to make Elizabeth Godwin a Vice
president of the club in recognition of her hard work in
helping the officers secure council grants enabling us to
carry out the extensive building work, the result of which
you enjoy today.
We have created a Sports & Social Club that is quite
unique especially for a village. Individuals and families
can come and enjoy a relaxing atmosphere with quality
food and drink available. For the more energetic you
could join one of the sports activities available. You can
become a member in January for just £25.
I look forward to seeing you and welcoming you to the
club.
Peter Booker (Chairman)

Watch out there’s a thief
about!
A house near Harrisons was burgled between 6.0pm
and 10.0pm on the night of Thursday 9th November.
Thieves got away with a number of machine tools
and personal valuables. “They removed the outside
light and absolutely trashed one of the rooms” said
the local angry resident. Police are looking for a
silver grey Ford Focus that was in the area at the
time. If anyone saw anything suspicious on the night
please inform the local police as soon as possible
and take care to lock up your house securely, even
when you are away for only a few hours.

The Wonders of Nature
Are you relieved that
the
lawns
have
stopped growing and
don’t need regular
mowing? But now you
have the job of
sweeping up the leaves
from under all the
deciduous trees around
you. Just pause in your
labour and remind
yourself
of
the
exceptionally
spectacular show the
trees put on for all of
us to enjoy. It started
earlier this year and
lasted
well
into
Birchanger Wood
November which was
mainly due to all those
warm sunny days we were having this autumn.
During the trees growing season chlorophyll (green
pigment) is constantly being replaced but starts to break
down with prolonged sunlight and dark nights.
This year it started to fade quicker and the carotenoids
(yellow and orange pigments) which had been hiding in
the leaves all year were then exposed in all their glorious
colours for us to enjoy.
The trees then start to produce sugars which produces
cells across the base of the leaves to prepare for falling
and to restrict sugar from moving back into the tree. This
sugar then converts to anthocyanin in the leaves giving
them red and purple colours. The leaves are then ready
for the gusty autumn winds to arrive to scatter them all
around and with the help of you and the worms put
nutrients back in the soil and to help you with some
healthy exercise and fresh air!
By Heather Brown (Artist)

Birchanger Village Magazine 10

Stansted off the Radar?
SSE’s response to Government’s announcement on Heathrow.
After more than four years of deliberation, the Government has finally announced its support for a third runway at Heathrow and
has decided not to give its backing to a second runway at Gatwick (which was also short-listed), at least for now. This long-awaited
decision follows the unanimous recommendation of the independent Airports Commission which was set up by the Government
four years ago and published its final report in July 2015.
The Government’s decision in favour of a third runway at Heathrow now needs to be published for public consultation and then
endorsed by MP's in a vote in the House of Commons. This protracted approval process is a statutory requirement. It will begin in
January and is expected to take up to 15 months. However, once the proposal is approved, the subsequent planning process would
be simplified and less prone to legal challenge or delay. Much to our relief, Stansted was not even mentioned in the Government’s
announcement. There may however, now be considerable pressure to make maximum use of the available capacity at Stansted. The
Government is expected to say more about this in January, when it publishes its draft National Airports Policy Statement (NAPS)
for public consultation. SSE will obviously take a close interest in that. As you know, it’s not so long ago that Stansted was first in
the queue for a new runway. We fought that proposal tooth and nail for eight years until it was finally abandoned. There will
undoubtedly be a similar campaign of opposition to a new runway at Heathrow and so it would be premature for anyone to assume
that this issue has now been settled.

Capacity to increase
In any event, a new runway at Heathrow will take ten years to build, and with Heathrow and Gatwick already close to full capacity,
there is bound to be pressure upon Stansted and other airports in the south east to accommodate any growth in demand in the coming
years. Stansted currently handles 24 million passengers per annum (mppa) and has planning permission to handle 35mppa. Stansted
could potentially cater for up to 45mppa on its existing runway. However, this would need planning consent, and we would not
expect consent to be granted unless the airport could demonstrate that this level of throughput could be achieved without significant
detriment to local residents and the local environment. The potentially therefore is that Stansted’s throughput could grow by 21mppa
to 45mppa, almost 90% over the next 10-20 years, without any new runway, so there is no room for complacency. There will be
important planning battles to be fought in the coming years.

SSE 2017 Calendar
The 2017 edition of the ever-popular Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) Community
Calendar is currently on sale, featuring stunning views of homes, heritage and
traditions in the local area. As always, all proceeds from the sales of the Calendar,
the fifteenth to be produced, will be used in the continuing campaign to fight off the
threat of an extra runway or runways at Stansted. The Community Calendar not only
makes an important contribution to SSE’s fundraising efforts but it also helps to raise
and maintain awareness of our outstanding local landscape and heritage – a reminder
of what we are fighting to protect. As in previous years, the A3 format calendars are
priced at just £6 and are on sale at a network of stockist's across the area, the nearest
to Birchanger being Stansted Post Office, Family News in Stansted and Barnes
Flooring, Bishops Stortford. The SSE office can also arrange gift mailing at a small
extra charge - Tel (01279) 870558 or email info@stopstanstedexpansion.com.
If you can’t find one anywhere, you could try phoning Brian Ross on (01279) 814961.
He has been known to keep a secret local stockpile for Birchanger residents!
Brian Ross
Do you have a complaint?
If you have an objection regarding noise or fumes etc from aircraft you can enter the details on the Stop Stansted
Expansion (SSE) website at http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/noise_complaint_form.asp It takes less than a minute to
complete the on-line complaint form If you would like regular updates on Airport matters, you can register free of charge
on the SSE website as an online supporter at: http://stopstanstedexpansion.com/mailing_list.asp
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The Village People

ANY MAKE,YEAR , CONDITION
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BARN FINDS
UNWANTED
NON-RUNNERS
DAMAGED
WE
MOT FAILURES
COME
PARTS
TO YOU
MOTORCYCLES
MOPEDS
SCOOTERS
QUAD BIKES
TRICYCLES- THREE WHEELERS
MOTORCYCLE TRAILERS

Call Darren, Essex 07831 589763
Email: dbkiddle@hotmail.co.uk

Heather Brown - Local Artist

We also buy Toyota Hilux pickups

Quality Wild Bird Food
Premium Wild Bird Table Mix
Peanuts
Sunflower Hearts
Niger Seeds
Fat Balls
Suet Pellets
Meal worms
Feeders etc.
E-mail
01279812248 / 07752672187
Free Delivery in Birchanger & Stansted

Birchanger Village Church Hall

D Bonney &Sons
Motor Engineers
MOT
TESTING

MOT TESTING, SERVICING
DIAGNOSTIC, MECHANICAL REPAIRS

SELECTION OF NEW AND USED CARS
Yew tree corner Manuden
Ring Malc or Neil on
01279 813315 or 815946

Telephone: 07799383403

State Registered Chiropodist

SUDS

Home Visiting Practice

LAUNDERETTE
WE
DO
DUVETS
DIVINELY
AND CLOTHES TOO!

Mrs. Julie Golden S.R.Ch.
Est 1994
01279 873492
Dunmow Road
Takeley CM22 6SH
A professional service at a competitive rate

Paul Davall
Carpentry & Joinery
Traditional time served carpenter and Joiner
All Carpentry and Joinery
Traditional box and casement sash windows
Door Fitting Service
Kitchen cabinet fitting service
Fitted wardrobes and cabinets
11 Rainsford Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8DU
01279 812016 Mob 07962 963987
pauldavall@btinternet.com

If you are looking for a modern well
equipped venue to hire please send your
enquiry to: pam.mark2@btinternet.com

*

Open 7 days a week

*

By Hockerill lights, Bishop’s Stortford

*

large car park

Tel 866183

Birchanger Nursery has some exciting plans for
the children in the build up to Christmas with a
trip to Audley End to meet Father Christmas,
some surprises for Mummies and Daddies, a
party and lots of creative activities in the build
up to the big day. We hope all the children enjoy
these activities. Birchanger Nursery Staff and
Committee would like to wish all the children
and their families a wonderful Christmas!

Friendly, Professional & Reliable
Sustainable Garden Services Provider
Gardening, Landscapes & Tree Works

T. 01799 550032 M. 07866 752713
One off Garden Tidies
Hard & Soft Landscaping
Hedge Cutting & Trimming
Advice & Planning
Planting and Plant Sourcing
Log Splitter & Operator Hire
Chipper & Operator Hire

Regular Garden Maintenance
Tree Pruning, Felling
& Reductions
Fencing & Timber Structures
Traditional Countryside Crafts
Leaf & Snow Clearance
Soil, Log & Aggregate Delivery

Free No Obligation Quotes

www.gwbhorticulture.co.uk

info@anotherlevelconstruction.co.uk

The Birchanger Magazine is published on behalf of the people of Birchanger, and distributed free to each household in Birchanger.
The views expressed herein do not automatically reflect those of the Editor or any of the organisations or institutions represented.
Editorial team: Peter Sampson Tel: 01279 813193, Email: magazine@birchanger.com, Elizabeth Godwin, Ken Wheatley.
Submissions for editorial content are welcome but may be edited depending on available space.
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