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Following a recent request by Angie Driscoll, chair of the parish 
council regarding the Travellers situation, a zoom meeting was 
held by district and county councillors together with Cllr Driscoll 
resulting in the following statement  being issued by Nigel Brown, 
MRTPI Development Manager from Uttlesford District Council: 
 
“I appreciate that your parishioners have raised issues regarding 
the ongoing situation regarding the travellers on the site on 
Birchanger Lane. I think it may be useful to put in context the 
history of UDC’s actions on this site”.
 
“The travellers moved onto the site in the Summer of 2018. 
Following updates to the public (including a public meeting in 
August 2018), and the necessary welfare checks of the travellers, 
a Planning Enforcement Notice was served on all the travellers in 
November 2018. The Enforcement Notice by its nature did not 
have an immediate effect but allowed one month for an appeal to 
be lodged. An appeal was lodged over Christmas 2018 and was 
validated as received by the Planning Inspectorate in January 2019. 
 
“There are 8 different grounds you can appeal an enforcement 
notice over.  The travellers appeal is on two grounds”:
 
Ground (a) that planning permission ought to be agreed for the use 
of land for these purposes.
Ground (g) that more time should be allowed to comply with the 
notice (i.e., more than six months).
 
“Ironically whilst an enforcement notice is being appealed it is not 
effective. So, the compliance period hasn’t started to run. That 
would only start once the Enforcement Notice is upheld (or varied) 
at appeal. As such the travellers are not in breach of the notice 
whilst it sits at appeal”. 
 
“In addition, the Council is unable to carry out any stop action to 
immediately remove the travellers from the site. The use of stop 
notices for these purposes are specifically prohibited in legislation. 
Such action would have to be proportionate and mindful of welfare 
issues in any case”.  
 
“We are in the hands of the Planning Inspectorate in terms of the 
moving on of this case and allowing the notice to be enacted. 
Frustratingly, the Planning Inspectorate have been far from 
effective in progressing this matter. Although the appeal was 
submitted in December 2018, the appeal was not officially started 
until February 2020, and a date finally offered for a hearing of 3 
June 2020. Due to the challenges of COVID this was postponed 
until September 2020, where it was reset as a virtual hearing (which 
has worked effectively elsewhere including with the airport 
appeal). Sadly, the appellants objected to the hearing not being 
heard in person, and as such it was postponed again by the Planning 
Inspectorate. The Planning Inspectorate have remained silent on 
this since the postponement of the virtual hearing in September”. 

“Although the recent delays in mid-
2020 due to COVID is understandable, 
UDC agrees that the more than a year 
delay, at the outset in 2019/20, and the 
recent silence by the Planning 
Inspectorate is not acceptable. UDC officers have been pushing 
the Planning Inspectorate for progress on this matter throughout, 
and I have personally chased them this week. I await their reply”.
 
“It can also be confirmed that the site is subject to an injunction 
which was instigated in 2018. This in effect preserves the site in 
aspic. By doing this it prevents the site from expanding in terms 
of size or significantly growing in size. It does allow for travellers 
to travel and does mean that they can leave the site and return, but 
the total volume of the site cannot be increased”. 
 
“The passage of time through the appeal, has meant that some 
personal requirements of the travellers may have changed, this 
also includes the condition of the access to the site which is 
certainly rutted. In late 2019, personal inquiries were made to swap 
two tourers on the site for two static caravans, and for the access 
way to be treated with hard-core/tarmac. The travellers requested 
these changes, and under the terms of the injunction any changes 
of this nature did require the authority of the courts. UDC 
supported these actions, however the matter was not progressed 
to the courts. The pandemic has seriously hampered the formal 
considering of such court actions and as such the travellers have 
waited patiently for authority from UDC. In late 2020, the needs 
of the travellers became more pressing, and the condition of the 
access has deteriorated further. As such, I personally agreed that 
they could do two things”:
 
1. Swap two touring caravans for static caravans
2. Bring in hard-core to allow the treatment of the accessway 
and the hardstanding.
 
“It is my understanding that is what has happened across 
Christmas and into the New Year. I personally visited the site 
before Christmas where one static had arrived. Other agreed works 
had not been carried out”.

“I have received reports that the travellers may have exceeded the 
leverage that I have allowed. Due to my own shielding restrictions, 
I have been unable to revisit the site since Christmas. But intend 
to do so once we clear shielding /lockdown, hopefully next month. 
If on visiting the site, I see that the terms of the injunction have 
been exceeded beyond what I have agreed then I will have to 
consider further action on this matter if required”.

“Hopefully, this clarifies both the background to this case, and the 
explanation for the delay in bringing this matter to a head. I am 
more than happy to provide another update in another month”. 
 
Nigel Brown MRTPI - Development Manager - UDC.

Note! Please contact UDC with any questions or comments.

Why Are The Travellers Still Here?



magazine@birchanger.com     07817 904333                             2 Harrisons, Birchanger  

Birchanger Village Magazine 2

Don't forget, your magazine is only as good as the content it receives, so please keep sending me your news, views, notices, concerns 
and complaints. Advertisers are also welcome. All copy should be submitted by the 16th of the month, preferably sooner and may be 
edited  depending on space and content. Please contact me by E-mail, phone, or letter as shown below. Thank you and Kind Regards, 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/birchanger/     Peter Sampson

Praise for Birchanger

Dear Ed,
On an EMEA wide sustainability ambassador group (for my employer) today, I was able to share certain features from our village 
way of doing things as well as the sustainability snippets often found in our magazine. There were huge (virtual) nods of respect for 
our initiatives. Be they: the Birchanger Residents FB page which allows us to offer help to one another or recycle items we no longer 
needed; How villagers would car pool on lifts to Stortford Station (often saving 4 different trips) done 5 days a week; The opportunities 
for grants to help make our homes warmer (even more important as we see a growth in hybrid working); or The “Big Switch” where 
you can combine with other residents of Essex to buy electricity in bulk.

Birchanger has some truly great people in it and it is clear to see that its residents want to better the neighbourhood. Efforts such as 
this are ways in which we deliver sustainability - a sustainable community, ensuring it does not become an empty / soulless group 
of streets - as well as sustainable initiatives. Well done Birchanger! 

Joanna Lamprell

What is Wrong With People?

Dear Ed,
I Just needed to post this. Out on my dog walk this afternoon, I walked 
through the small, wooded area alongside Birchanger primary school.  
There is a safe area there, made by and for the children to mimic a 
campfire with log seats.  It has been there, to my knowledge, a few 
years and to my horror this afternoon, 7/8 of the logs had been pushed 
down into the stream!     I pulled out three of the logs and placed them 
back where they rightly belong. However, there’s still 4/5 larger logs 
that were beyond my lifting capacity.  How can people be so cruel??? 
(If a strong man is walking by, perhaps he could replace the rest of the 
logs to their original position).

Susan Young

James Reed
It is with great sadness that we report the passing of James (Jim) Reed on Thursday 11th March at Princess Alexandra Hospital.  
His death from lung cancer at the tragically early age of 49 will come as a shock to all who knew him.  Jim was raised in the village 
and was a long time member of the club cricket team.  Our thoughts and condolences go out to his parents Gloria and Bryan and 
the rest of his family who will be known to many.  The family have expressed their thanks for the many messages of love and 
sympathy they have already received which have been of great comfort at this sad time.
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By Elizabeth Godwin

 VILLAGE NEWS

The ‘BAGS’ regret that due to the effect of corona virus, 
all future meetings are cancelled until further notice.

For further details telephone:
 

Olivia: 07568 574703  Rosemary: 01279 814678 

 

 

Starting to Move Towards Normality 
Later this month pubs will be opening and we can meet in groups 
of six outside again. More shops will open and surviving restaurants 
can serve meals where possible, outside. Our club and pub will be 
amongst them. From a distance, lockdown might not look so bad. 
Some of us learnt new skills and found we could work from home, 
even our school children learnt new skills. We got to know our 
families and ourselves better. Now we taste a kind of freedom again, 
are we going to be ready for it? We don’t yet know what history 
will make of all this. Hindsight is an amazing thing. We shall have 
it soon. Thank you to our club and pub for feeding us so well 
throughout lockdown with their unforgettable takeaway menus.

Will We Ever Be the Same?
Going in and out of lockdown for over a year has had a profound 
effect on most of us but there is nobody out there who fails to 
wonder just how a minute organism managed to wreak so much 
havoc with so many lives across the world. A year ago, we wouldn’t 
have believed that the lockdowns would go on for so long. That we 
would work from home for sustained periods of time and discover 
that it worked very well, despite the children being at home, home 
schooling and a partner, all trying to claim the kitchen table at the 
same time! Most of us found it overall far more productive. A large 
number say they will never return to the office and are looking for 
a house that will accommodate the new way of living.

It has not been easy for everyone, the already lonely found 
themselves even lonelier still. Not everyone could cope with 
working from home. Others lost their job and many found their 
business just collapsed around them. It will take a long time to 
recover from that. It is very easy to become depressed in these 
situations as many have discovered in the past year. The survivors 
need to help those who are going through difficult times by talking 
to them for a start. An atmosphere of friendliness is developing in 
Birchanger and it needs to continue. We don’t want our neighbours 
to suffer loneliness, hardship and deprivation, we need to be there 
and we can start by showing we care.

Hopefully in a few years’ time everyone will have recovered from 
the virus, vaccination will be the norm and our health service will 
be fully staffed and funded. Businesses will be thriving but sadly 
it could be a while before that happens. Meanwhile Mr Sunak is

 taking a lot of our money. Let us hope he spends it wisely on those 
who need it most.

Retreating Virus?
The virus may be in retreat but that does not mean we can relax our 
guard. Covid in one form or another will be with us for an awfully 
long time. Eventually, we will all learn to live with it, but it does 
mean changing the way we do things. Hygiene rules are here for ever. 
We have to learn new tricks and stick with them. The items we 
receive by post and courier or things we throw away are potential 
sources of infection. We need to learn to wash our hands after 
handling post and unpacking goods received. Recycling - stay two 
metres away from the bin men. They are normally very good at their 
job but the stuff they handle is potentially dangerous. This means we 
should always clean the bin handles after emptying and wash our 
hands thoroughly as well. Double bag your tissues when you feel ill. 
It probably isn’t Covid but you never know. We are slowly hauling 
ourselves out of lockdown but what we have learned needs to stay 
with us for ever. 

In May it is the time to elect our Essex County Councillors. There 
may be many more people who will need a postal vote this year, 
particularly those in the shielding group. Instructions as to how to 
get a postal or proxy vote should arrive shortly. It is perhaps more 
important than ever that you get a postal vote this year.

Lorry Drivers Get Covid Tests 
at Birchanger Services
Lorry drivers on the way to 
Europe can now get a Covid test 
at Birchanger services. Tests may 
now be necessary for lorry drivers 
driving to some European 

countries. At the time of writing this included Denmark, France, 
Germany and the Netherlands. The test is supposed to be available 
24/7 at Birchanger and may account for the large number of lorries 
seen on the M11 and the Birchanger roundabout these days. 
Hopefully, the management at the service station will clean up their 
act to cope with the extra customers. There have been many 
complaints from drivers about rude staff, poor food and service and 
a generally unfriendly attitude towards customers. And many of us 
thought it was just the locals they didn’t like.
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Emma Marks
Men and Boy’s Haircuts

99 Birchanger Lane,
Birchanger,
Herts.
CM23 5QF

Tel: 01279 814273
Mob: 07527227943

Beware of Internet Fraud
Now it is the turn of Instagram to host more scamming schemes. As 
usual the offer looks great, those promoting it seem nice and the 
scheme shown invites you to join their rich lifestyle for just a small 
investment. You make that one small investment; you make a little 
money and you invest more, then one day you find your money and 
the investment company has gone! It takes a while to realise you will 
never see your money or the scammers again. The moral is this: if it 
looks easy and too good to be true, it probably is. It’s a scam! Contact 
the FCA on 0800 111 6768 before you invest anything. 

Do not download attachments or click on links on emails from people 
you don’t know. When paying for goods or services online, use your 
credit card if possible, it is the safest and most secure method of 
payment online. (Avoid making a direct transfer from your account 
as it is not easily traced). Not the best way to live, but it is the safest.
Follow these few basic steps to protect your privacy and money:

 Never send money to anyone you don’t know. 
 Don’t click on questionable links. 
 Research before buying something online.
 Question anything that offers free giveaways or a large pay 

out in exchange for a small fee.

Coronavirus Has More Symptoms
Apparently, we now have to consider headaches and cold sweats to 
be symptoms at the start of coronavirus. We normally associate these 
symptoms as the onset of a cold or a chill but now we have to add 
another possibility. It could be the onset of coronavirus. Right now, 
the virus may be in retreat but after the winter we must still be careful.

Thank You to Our Club and Pub
Both the club and pub did their best to help the village with a wide 
range of takeaway meals on offer at the weekends. For many of us 
not having to cook Sunday lunch or Friday and Saturday supper was 
a treat, especially if you do the cooking, managing working from 
home and home schooling. For many it was something to look forward 
to. A high spot in another boring week. Times for most businesses 
remain hard, and especially so in the catering trade. Please support 
our club and pub when you can. It is worth it in every way.

Scams Continue to Rise
The scammers have been honing their skills throughout the dark 
winter months. They increasingly rely on the fact that many of us 
have become embedded in the comfortable world of home and 
familiar surroundings and are forgetting that there are still a 
crowd of very sad people who are making it their life’s mission 
to get as much money as they can from people they will never 
know. I am one of those people who still believe in the 
underlying good of people, or in other words, I am very gullible - 
and a scammer’s dream!

Here are a few things I have learnt and advise you to do the same. 
Stay alert when you receive a phone call from a stranger, from a 
bank or financial organisation or service provider - no matter who 
they claim to be. If you are in doubt DO NOT give them any 
personal or financial information and tell them you will call them 
back, end the call, wait a few minutes, and then call a known official 
number for the bank or service provider etc., to check on the person 
that called you. No bank or provider will ever ask you for your 
security details. Remember you can stop any transaction at any 
time if the situation doesn't seem right. In fact, you must just do 
that. Anyone who is genuine will find another way to reach you.

Do not use your card at a card machine if there are suspicious 
people standing by and don’t let anyone distract you as you are 
using it. Never let anyone take your card to process a transaction. 
Cover your card at the till. I lost my bank card once at a till but 
luckily the thieves didn’t get my pin, so after a few low cost but 
strange transactions the bank got suspicious and stopped my card. 

Never share any personal information with a cold caller. Don’t 
listen to the caller who says he is from the bank’s fraud department. 
Call the fraud department yourself to find out if there is a problem. 

Never Breakdown on a ‘Smart Motorway’
It won’t take long to find out that it is not a ‘smart motorway’ at 
all. It is a driver’s worst nightmare. Cars whizz past you at 
unbelievable rates. You are lucky not to get hit, and if you are it is 
almost certainly a write off for both you and your car. It is the most 
terrifying experience in the world. You are on the inside lane of 
the motorway. There is no lay-by in sight and you, and your car 
are frankly very unlikely to survive the experience. The statistics 
confirm it. 

Too many have died already. I wonder how long it is going to take 
until the government wakes up and realises just what a disaster it 
has created. The inside lane of a motorway can never be a safe 
place. The mind boggles as to why anybody thought it could be. 
Nearly forty people are dead already. The sooner the government 
wakes up and realises that because some idiot somewhere thought 
they could get away with this ridiculous scheme to save money, 
does not mean that the scheme is safe. It saves money for the 
government but at the cost of nearly forty lives so far. Is this what 
people really want?



Fingers crossed: we are going to be open for visitors on the 18th April. 
Entry will be by ticket, available through our website from late 
March, and to season ticket holders and friends. 

Over the last few years, our volunteers have been adding to the 
planting in the Gardens to ensure there is colour in April, as well as 
the fresh greens of the grass and trees. We look forward to late 
flowering daffodils and tulips, which look fantastic set against the 
euphorbia in the Italian garden, the blossom on the fruit trees and the 
flowering cherries. 

We hope visitors will also be able to see the stonemasons’ progress 
on restoring the balustrade around the lilypond. We will provide our 
usual excellent bacon, cheese or hummus butties, homemade cake 
and hot and cold drinks. Social distancing measures will of course 
be in place.  

Volunteers have been working hard to make the Gardens ready for 
visitors. There has been more ‘dead hedging’, which is a great way 
to tidy away the branches and twigs around the Gardens as it provides 
a safe habitat for bugs. The boundary probably won’t keep the deer 
out but at least dead hedging, unlike bonfires. will not add to 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

March was a month for planting the first flower, herb and vegetable 
seeds including seed potatoes, transplanting cuttings, pruning, and 
tidying.  It was also time for completing the work on the paths so 
visitors can get around more easily. 

So, if you have not already done so, set the date in your diaries and 
find the details and the link to the ticketing arrangements on our 
website and facebook pages:

www.eastonlodge.co.uk

 https://www.facebook.com/thegardensofeastonlodge/. 

Jill Goldsmith
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One Inquiry Ends 
and Another Begins
After eight weeks of evidence hearings and cross-examinations at 
the Stansted Airport Public Inquiry, the three main parties - 
Manchester Airports Group (MAG), Uttlesford District Council 
(UDC) and SSE - presented their closing submissions on 11 and 12 
of March.  It will now be for the panel of three inspectors to decide 
whether or not to approve the airport expansion proposals.  

Meanwhile, SSE has called for an independent investigation into 
the conduct of UDC at the Public Inquiry.

On the very first day, UDC's barrister, instructed by UDC's planning 
officers, declared that MAG's proposals were acceptable, subject 
only to certain conditions which were so timid as to render them 
almost meaningless. It was an extraordinary start to UDC's 'defence' 
of the decision made by its Planning Committee in January 2020 
(by 10 votes to nil) to refuse permission for the airport expansion 
proposals.  

UDC submitted evidence on just 4 topics whereas the SSE team, 
supported by expert consultants and two of the country's top 
planning QCs, presented evidence on 11 separate topics. The result 
was that MAG directed most of its firepower at trying to counter 
SSE's evidence, rather than UDC's evidence, such as it was.  

In the event that the Inspectors come down in favour of MAG, 
Uttlesford council taxpayers could be faced with a bill in excess of 
£2 million.  Costs at a Public Inquiry can only be awarded in the 
event of "unreasonable behaviour" and it is noteworthy that MAG 
has advised that, if it wins its case, it will seek costs against UDC 
but not against SSE.  This reflects the fact that SSE, whilst totally 
opposed to MAG's proposals, presented its case in a coherent and 
consistent manner.  By comparison, UDC's case was confused and, 
at times, incoherent. 

We all realise, of course, that this is a David and Goliath battle, but 
it is important to remember that it was David who won that battle, 
and he did so by giving it his best shot.  That is exactly what SSE 
has done on this occasion.  We must now wait to see whether the 
powerful evidence presented by SSE will be enough to win the day, 
despite the difficulties with UDC.  A decision is expected in June.

Brian Ross

Parish Council Arranges Monthly 
Garden Waste Skip
Last August Birchanger Parish Council negotiated with Uttlesford 
District Council (UDC) to arrange for a garden refuse collection in 
Birchanger. Confirmation has now been received from UDC and 
the service, which will cost the council £70 per month, will start on 
Saturday 3rd of April 2021.  

The mobile skip, which is for garden waste only, will be available 
for one hour every four weeks between 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm. and 
parked adjacent to 21 Birchwood. This will allow households who 
do not pay for a garden bin or  villagers that are unable to get to the 
re-cycling centre to dispose of their garden waste. 



April 2021

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30
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Church Hall: 
09.00 Apton 
Dance Studio

St Mary's 
Church:         
11.15 am Holy 
Communion  

St Mary's 
Church:       
11.15 Matins 
service        

St Mary's 
Church:         
11.15 am Holy 
Communion -       

Church hall: 
12.00 Tap Dance 
16.45 Ballet    
18.30 Apton Dance 
Studio                              

Church hall: 
12.00 Tap Dance 
16.45 Ballet    
18.30 Apton Dance 
Studio                                          

Church hall: 
12.00 Tap Dance 
16.45 Ballet    
18.30 Apton Dance 
Studio                                       

Church hall:   

 10.00  Tai Chi 
14.00 Fencing 
17.45 Apton Dance 
Studio              

Church hall:   

 10.00  Tai Chi  
14.00 Fencing 
17.45 Apton 
Dance Studio              

       Church Hall: 
09.00 Apton 
Dance Studio

Church hall: 
11.00 Line dance         
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio

Church hall:    
10.00 Tai Chi            
14.00 Fencing 
15.30 Apton Dance 
Studio             

Church Hall: 
09.00 Apton 
Dance Studio

Church hall:    
10.00 Tai Chi          
14.00 Fencing 
17.45 Apton Dance 
Studio           

Church hall:   
11.00 Line dance         
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio

 

 

Church hall:  
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio 
BSSC:             
Re-opens in 
the marquee! 

Church hall: 
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio 

Church hall: 
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio  

Bin Collections: Bradley Common collected on Fridays. Rest of Birchanger on Thursdays. Garden bin collections marked with #

Black Bin #

Church Hall: 
09.00 Apton 
Dance Studio
14.30 Garden 
Waste Skip at 21 
Birchwood        

Church hall:   
11.00 Line dance         
19.30 Apton Dance 
Studio

 

St Mary's 
Church:         
11.15 Service of 
the Word & 
Annual Meeting        

Birchanger Parish Council Meetings: Meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the church hall - Open to the public.

 
Black Bin #

Green Bin

Green Bin 

Church hall: 
19.30 Apton 
Dance Studio 

Church hall: 
12.00 Tap Dance 
16.45 Ballet    
18.30 Apton 
Dance Studio

Church hall:   

 10.00  Tai Chi  
14.00 Fencing 
17.45 Apton 
Dance Studio              

Church hall:   

 10.00  Tai Chi 
14.00 Fencing 
17.45 Apton 
Dance Studio              

        

Black Bin #

Events subject to Covid-19 restrictions.
Please contact event organisers for latest 

information.

 Monthly Garden Waste Skip
 Saturday 3rd of April

The mobile skip, which is for garden waste only, 
will be parked adjacent to 21 Birchwood
and available  for one hour every 4 weeks

between 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm.

Village Church Hall
12th May

Opens for regular  users and 
available for hire

Tea Room opens 19th May
Subject to Covid restrictions
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Sports & Social Club News

Live Entertainment - Great Food - Excellent Bar - Snooker - Darts - Pool - Football - Cricket - Bowls

Birchanger Sports & Social Club
229 Birchanger Lane, Birchanger, CM23 5QJ

Tel: 01279 813441 Email: club@birchanger.com
www.birchangerclub.com

NEWS FROM THE CLUB!

Our garden is re-opening! From 12th April 2021 – our garden area will reopen. The Committee
have arranged for a large marquee to arrive to ensure that even with April showers members
can still enjoy a drink or a meal in line with government regulations.

Members will need to be seated with table service only – we have the app which we will be
updating to include the food menu – of course the app is still optional and there will be staff
on hand to take your orders.

The committee have plans in hand for the future, including our always popular beer festival
and also other regular entertainment – once regulations allow.

We were also very pleased to receive offers of help from members which we are very grateful
for.

It will still be strange and different for the next few months but hopefully things will begin to
return to the normal that we all miss!

Please check our website for updates and opening hours!

Membership renewals – these are open until April and can be completed on our website
www.birchangerclub.com

We would like to thank all our members who have supported us by renewing their membership
and also to our life members who have chosen to make a donation during these difficult times.

Don’t forget that meals can still be ordered for takeaway!

Thank you all for your support!
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Birchanger 

Primary 

School

As I write this, I am delighted to say that all of our children 
have started their second week back at school and it has been 
wonderful to have them back in the building after they have 
spent such a long time at home. 

During this term we have taught the children at home with 
the help and guidance of their parents and grandparents. The 
children who were learning at home received focused learning 
sessions in reading, writing and maths through online sessions 

led by staff and which 
followed the same 
learning as the children 
in school. 

Our curriculum for 
lockdown also included 
sessions in art, science, 
PE, and topical sessions. 
We focused on mental 
health, Internet safety 
and reading in specially 
designed weeks to give 
a variety to the 
curriculum during the 
term.

The most recent focus 
was our Book Week 
which took place from 
the 1st – 5th March. This 

week was especially 
important nationally, as 
schools, charities and 
authors from all over the 
country came together to 
celebrate reading. At our 
school we focused on 
poetry through a range of 
different activities. There 
were sessions when staff 
shared their favourite 
books and took the 
opportunity to write book 
reviews. We were also 
joined by the poet, Valerie 
Bloom, who shared some 
of her poetry with the 
children through virtual 
sessions which could be 
accessed at school and at 

home. The children found her input inspiring and her 
session led to poems and raps from the children.

Later in the week we combined art with reading through 
the craft sessions as the children learned how to make word 
birds. This was a popular session as we know that our 
children are very artistic. We ended the week with a spirit 
of celebration. On the Friday afternoon we held a 

Birchanger Loves 
Poetry session 
where children were 
invited to perform 
the poetry that they 
had written or that 
had been written by 
others. This gave 
our children an 
opportunity to 
connect with others 
to share poems that 
they enjoyed and 
were proud of.

Also, on Friday, 
children (and staff) 
from home and at 
school were invited 

to dress as a book character. Yet again we were impressed 
by the thoughtfulness and creativity of the children’s 
costumes. Mrs. Vessey, who led the week, judged the 
entrants from home and Mrs. Field judged the entries at 
school. Both found that they had a difficult task, and we 
had a bumper number of winners. 

Now that we have all 
returned to school 
the children are 
catching up with 
their friends and we 
are enjoying the 
routine of being back 
at school. For next 
term, we are 
planning more 
special weeks and 
the next task will be 
to carry out a local 
geography project 
and learn even more 
about our locality 
and Birchanger. So, 
if you see groups of 
our children in the 
village, please give 
us a wave.

Claire Berry - Headteacher
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P. D. Tucker & P. Stapleton
Hazel End Road, Hazel End, Bps Stortford, Herts CM23 1HB

Tel: 01279 813429
Mon-Sat: 12noon - 3pm & 6 - 11pm         Sunday: 12noon - 3pm

The Three Horseshoes

Who Built the Guildhalls?
Guilds were an early form of trade association. They became 
established in the Middle Ages by groups of merchants to control 
standards and promote their particular craft or skill in the locality 
in which they operated. Some acquired sufficient funds and status 
to erect their own premises or Guildhalls in market towns. These 
buildings were used for meetings and other functions by the guilds. 

Some were designed to allow markets or trade on the ground floor. 
The Hundred Parishes has some wonderful surviving examples of 
guildhalls. Thaxted is probably the best known - three storeyed, 
timber framed and jetted, built in the 15th century. 

Thaxted was an important centre of cutlery manufacture and it is 
believed the cutlers helped to fund the building we now know as 
the Guildhall. Its original purpose is uncertain; it may have had 
broader uses as a moot hall or civic meeting place. The building 
later became a school and today it is used for parish council and 
other meetings and incorporates a small museum of Thaxted’s 
history.

The guildhall at Linton was built in 1523 and is now a private house. 
It was once the home of Sir John Kendrew who was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1962. 

Finchingfield’s 15th-century guildhall stands beside the parish 
church. In the past it was used as almshouses and now the renovated 
building houses a library and excellent museum. The first floor is 
used in non-Covid times for courses and is available for private 
hire.

In Church 
Lane 
Clavering you 
will find a 
15th-century 
timber-framed 
and plastered 
building. Now 
a private 
dwelling, it 
was built as 
the guildhall 
and later 
served as a 
workhouse and then almshouses. 

Ashdon’s former 
15th-century 
guildhall, behind 
the church, also 
later served as a 
workhouse 
before becoming 
a private house.

Ken McDonald, Secretary  www.hundredparishes.org.uk 
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Alzheimer    Marian    07803 115826
Art Studio & Gallery  Heather Brown  01279 815453
Art Studio & Gallery  Brian Gough   01279 815012
Ballroom Dance   Fred Winters   01763 271942
Ballet for kids   Philippa McMeechan  01763 271010
BAGS     Rosemary Wheatley 01279 814678
Beauty Therapist   Sarah Whiting  07887 638359 
Birchanger Magazine  Peter Sampson  07817 904333
Birchanger Voices  Tony Wilson   01279 813007 
Birchanger Nursery  Karen Reilly   01279 810800
Bird Food    Lesley Robins  01279 812248
Builders - Another Level Matt Marks   01279 814273
BSSC Club    Steve Hopkins  01279 813441
Car Service    D. Bonney   01279 813315
Chiropodist    Julie Golden   01279 873492
Dance - Apton Studio  Maxine Williams  07854 251528
Dementia    Debbie Baker  07927 011345
Garden Services   GWB Horticulture 01799 543483
Hairdresser Men/Boys Emma Marks  01279 814273
Holistic Therapist   Shelley Williams  07476 279262
Landscaping Services  Mark Taylor   07941 357934
Launderette    Ian Kennedy   01279 866183
Line Dancing   Shelley    01279 864781 
Neighbourhood Watch Peter Sampson  07817 904333
Over 60’s club   Jean Camp   07843 707249 
Painting & Décor   David Debnam  07973 861268
Parish Clerk    Keith Williams  01279 814773
Petals Children’s Play  Hana Hainsby  07730 619522
Police Special Martin Halls    Martin.Halls@essex.police.uk
Public Safety    Peter Sampson  07817 904333
Speed Watch    Peter Sampson  07817 904333
St. Mary's Church  Pam Lee    07702 171744
Tai Chi     Cait Goddard  07415 628935
The Three Horseshoes Paul & Paula   01279 813429
The Three Willows  Mark Boden   01279 815913
Village Church Hall  Barbora Dragoskova   01279 815243

Village Services and Activities

Available from 
12th May 

Modern hall, superb kitchen and additional 
meeting room available for hire

Tearoom open Wednesday 19th May from 2.00 pm

Administrator - Barbora Dragoskova Tel. 01279 815243 
Email st.johns.church@btinternet.com

Key Holder - Cat Roberson Tel. 07475092658 
Email: stmaryschurch.birchanger@gmail.com

St. 
Mary’s 
Church

Church services 
Sundays at 11.15 am

4th April   Holy Communion  Revd Helen Flack
11th April  Service of the Word  LLM Hugh Mascetti
18th April  Matins     Pam Lee
25th April  Holy Communion  Revd Helen Flack

Church News
It is amazing what a difference a little bit of hope can make to how 
we are feeling about the world around us.  After all the gloom and 
doom we have faced over the past year, hope can be like a ray of 
sunshine, breaking through the clouds on a cold and misty morning 
bringing with it the promise of a fine, warm day. When Jesus came 
into the world, he became our saviour and our hope for a better world.  
He lifted our spirits and helped us to envisage a bright future for all 
who believed in him.

With the numbers of those who have been vaccinated increasing daily 
and the numbers of those testing positive for Covid 19 falling, 
government restrictions are being eased.  As a result, we are pleased 
to announce that as from the 28th March 2021 St Mary’s will once 
again be opening its doors for Sunday worship.

On the 13th of April Revd Dr Colin Fairweather will be licensed as 
Priest in Charge of the United Benefice of Stansted with Birchanger 
and Farnham together with Takeley and Little Canfield.  It looks like 
the first service here will be at the beginning of May.  We look 
forward to giving him a warm welcome.

Before Revd Colin arrives, we need to hold our Annual Parish Council 
Meeting.  This will be held on Sunday 11th April 2021 immediately 
following the 11.15 am service.  If anyone is interested in joining the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) they are asked to speak with either 
Pam Lee, Sue Warr or Rosemary Saward as soon as possible.

One other bit of good news is that as from the 12th May 2021 the 
church hall will be open for all hirers.  The tearoom will reopen on 
the 19th May.

We need to make every effort to raise funds to support St Mary’s and 
with that aim in mind we hope to hold the following events this year:

Sunday 1st August   Summer Lunch at Moorswood
Tuesday 21st September  Coffee Morning at Moorswood
Saturday 27th November  Festive Lunch in the Church Hall
Tuesday 7th December  Festive Coffee Morning at Moorswood

Prayer for the Month

Lord of hope
Lift our spirits and brighten our days

Walk beside us and give us your peace.
Amen

Pam Lee (Church Warden)
Tel: 07702 171744

pam.mark2@btinternet.com
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Fine dining & good beers. Children and dogs 
welcome. Bookings: 01279 815913 

Monday to Friday: 12 to 3pm & 5 to 11pm
Saturday: 12 to 11pm Sunday: 12 to 6pm 

THE THREE WILLOWS

For information and bookings contact:
Barbora Dragoskova 01279 815243 

st.johns.church@btinternet.com
Key Holder: Cat Roberson Tel. 07475092658 

stmaryschurch.birchanger@gmail.com

Painting & Decorating

Bring new life to 
your home
Interior - Exterior
General 
Maintenance
No job too small

David Debnam
Tel: 01279 815214 Mob: 07973861268

Perfectly Pampered
Complementary & Holistic Therapies

 By Shelley Williams MGHT
07476 279262

Birchanger CM23 5QT
The natural approach to the Wellbeing of 

Women
Focusing on relaxation, improving sleep, 

relieving stress, fatigue and anxiety 
  through facial and body massage therapy 

 MGHT Accredited & Insured

Village Church Hall
UNITED BENEFICE OF STANSTED, 

FARNHAM AND BIRCHANGER
WITH TAKELEY AND LITTLE 

CANFIELD

Tuesday 13th April 2021 at 7.30 pm

You are invited to join us via the Link below for the 
licensing by The Bishop of Colchester, the Rt. Rev. 
Roger Morris and the Installation by the 
Archdeacon of Stansted, the Venerable Robin King
of  The Rev. Dr Colin Fairweather as Priest in charge
Streaming from St John’s Church. Stansted: 
St John's Church Stansted Mountfitchet | Facebook

MOT Testing - Servicing - Diagnostic 
Mechanical Repairs

Selection of New and Used Cars

MOT
TESTING

Tel: 01799 543483 Mob: 07866 752713

Regular Garden Maintenance
Tree Pruning, Felling & 

Reductions
Fencing & Timber Structures
Traditional Countryside Crafts

Leaf & Snow Clearance
Soil, Log & Aggregate Delivery

Free No Obligation Quotes

Friendly, Professional & Reliable
Sustainable Garden Services Provider
Gardening, Landscapes & Tree Works

One off Garden Tidies
Hard & Soft Landscaping

Hedge Cutting & Trimming
Advice & Planning

Planting and Plant Sourcing
Log Splitter & Operator Hire

Chipper & Operator Hire

State Registered Chiropodist

Mrs. Julie Golden S.R.Ch.

Home Visiting Practice

Est 1994
Tel: 01279 873492
Mob: 07916075451

Dunmow Road
Takeley CM22 6SH

WASH & IRON SERVICE
CLOTHES
BEDDING
DUVETS

Open 7 days a week 10.00 am - 3.00 pm
Hockerill Lights, Bishop’s Stortford

Large car park  at rear
Tel: 01279 866183

LaunderetteSUDS

The Birchanger Village Magazine is published on behalf of the people of Birchanger and distributed free to 450 households in Birchanger. The views 
expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those of the editor, the magazine or any organisations or institutions represented.  Material sent to the editor 
will generally be printed as received  providing it is considered suitable by the magazine team. The editor reserves the right to edit content if considered 
unsuitable or where insufficient space is available. All material should be submitted by the 16th of the month to be published the following month.

Printers: Keeley & Lowe Tel: 020 7729 3350 - Email: info@keeleylowe.com
Editor: Peter Sampson Tel: 0781 7904333 Email: magazine@birchanger.com.  Chairman: Elizabeth Godwin.  Treasurer: Ken Wheatley.

D. Bonney & Sons

                                 Motor 
                           Engineers

Yew Tree Corner, Manuden
Ring Malc or Niel on

01279 813315 or 01279 815946 A


